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CALIFORNIA LAND SURVEYORS ASSOCIATION 
ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER 

 
 

APRIL DINNER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

THURSDAY NIGHT – APRIL 10, 2008 
SOCIAL 6:00 PM DINNER 7 :00 PM 

 
 

ROGER FRANK – LIAISON FOR THE OC JPPC 

 
 

2610 E. KATELLA BLVD., ANAHEIM, CA  92806 
ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE ANAHEIM POND 

JUST EAST OF THE 57 FREEWAY 
 

 
In continuing with last months topic, Roger will be speaking to our group on the subject of Statute 

Law vs. Standard of Mal-Practice along with Goals, Authority, Methods, and Results. 
If you have never had the opportunity to hear Roger speak before, you don’t know what you have 

missing.  So come on out and take advantage of this opportunity to hear a great speaker and learn 
something new. 

 
 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:  SUSAN HUNZEKER (949) 271-4328 
OR E-MAIL RESERVATIONS:  shunzeker@fuscoe.com  

COST: $30.00 PER PERSON 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
 
Dear Members: 
 
WOW, what a meeting!!!! Our rough head 
count indicated we had 155 attendees!!! The 
closest we came to that number, was our last 
Student Night and we gave away thousands 
and thousands of dollars!!! There is a long list 
of people I need to thank.  
 
Thanks to Jay Seymour and Dave Woolley 
for putting on their presentations and giving 
us all things to think about. I expect there will 
be an increase in the number of Record of 
Surveys that will be filed as a result of this 
exchange. Next, thanks to Mr. Paul Cuomo 
for acting as moderator. It was an honor to 
have one of our chapters “Statesmen” 
participate. 
 
The staff at J.T. Schmidt’s also deserves a 
big thank you for hustling drinks and once we 
were able to seat everyone, getting dinner 
out as fast as they did!! 
 
I also need to thank the O.C. Executive 
Board for pitching in where needed to make 
the evening a success. THANK YOU!! 
 
Most importantly, another 155 thanks go out 
to all of you that attended this meeting. Thank 
you for being so patient on what may have 
been the worse night ever to have a meeting 
at JT’s!!! (note to self, and future 
Presidents……. Check the Honda Center 
schedule!!!) You know it’s bad when you see 
groups of ladies in their urban cowgirl finery 
sitting on the ground on the patio holding 
dinner on their laps!! 
 
Normally we have about 50 people at our 
meetings. If the Ducks are playing, it may be 
crowded till 7:00 or so, but nothing like what 
we experienced. Thank goodness the concert 
started at 7:30 rather than 8:00 or later!!! We 
might have all gotten home at midnight!?! I 
hope our L.A. brethren beat the witching 
hour!!! (I wonder if the rumor about Carrie 
Underwood signing autographs in front of the 

Honda Center helped clear out the crowd?? It 
wasn’t me, I swear!!!) ☺ 
 
Perhaps it was the opportunity to talk with so 
many old/new friends and fellow surveyors, 
but my sense was that nobody was stressing 
too much about the delayed seating, meal or 
presentation. I know that while I wandered 
around, I heard bits and pieces of countless 
conversations and many of them were about 
the topic of the evening. I have always felt 
this exchange of ideas and perspectives is 
one the biggest benefits of attending our 
monthly meetings.  
 
All in all, I think our inaugural joint L.A. / O.C. 
meeting was a success and I hope everyone 
feels the same!! I look forward to future 
“Shootouts” in the years to come. Whatever 
will the topics to come be? Four year degrees 
required for licensure? Mandatory Continuing 
Education? Naaa, no controversy there…….. 
 
Until next month, 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Michael Simon, President 
CLSA, Orange County Chapter 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES 
 

Date: 3/06/08 
 
Location: Tait, Santa Ana, CA 
 
Meeting called to order: 5:20 PM   
    
Attendees: 
Mike Simon – President & Program 
Peter Fitzpatrick - Treasurer 
Greg Schlarbaum – Secretary 
Jerry Uselton – Director 
Alan Frank – Membership and Education Representative 
Dave Woolley - Legislative Report 
Joe Padilla 
Greg Sebourn 
 
Motion made and passed to suspend 
Rules set aside in order for all to vote. 
 
President’s Report: (Mike Simon) 
• Joint Meeting to be September 18th 
• Paul Cuomo received Distinguished 

Service Award 
• Mike to talk to Howard Turner regarding 

the assignment of new Cal Poly liaison 
• We need people to man C.L.S.A. booths 

at high school career fairs. – Since most 
of the high schools are in the Long Beach 
Area, a suggestion was made to ask the 
people at the Port of Long Beach to help. 

• March meeting debate format was 
discussed. 

• Mike will purchase a flag so that The 
Pledge of Allegiance can be said at 
meetings. 

• Jerry will have Presidents plaque reduced 
in size. 

 
Vice President’s Report: (David Hill)  
No Report 
 
Treasurer’s Report: (Peter Fitzpatrick) 
• Approximately $32,000 in the account. 
• Still looking for new bank. Union Bank 

was discussed as possible option.  
 
Secretary’s Report: (Greg Schlarbaum)  
No report 

Membership Report: (Alan Frank) 
Alan reports the following: 
• We have 499 people on the mailing list.  
• 203 members: 45 associate, 131 

corporate, 14 students, 14 sustaining 
(Does not total correctly due to one 
member being Corporate and 
Sustaining). 

• Unpaid: 22 associates, 45 corporate, 7 
student, 5 sustaining 

 
Legislative Report: (Dave Woolley) 
Dave Woolley and Paul Cuomo are working 
on revised language for Section 66434(e) of 
the Subdivision Map Act that will lead to 
legislation that adds to this section.  
Certain agencies prohibit the showing of 
record survey data, and underlying record 
information on the property being mapped 
and the adjacent property. The goal is to 
show the relationship of the Business and 
Professions Code. Presently, Section 
66434(e) does not fully address these 
issues.   
 
Trigstar: (Jeremy Evans) 
Jeremy was not present but there was 
discussion regarding the need for volunteers 
to give presentations at schools and at the 
need for volunteers at the April 19th Trigstar 
event. 
 
Program: (Mike Simon) 
No report 
 
Web Site: (Kurt Troxell) 
No Report 
 
Caltrans Liaison: (Don Mertens via email) 
No Report 
 
Cal Poly Liaison:  
There was discussion regarding finding new 
liaison. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:36 P.M.  
 
Prepared by: 
Gregory Schlarbaum, Secretary 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
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ORANGE COUNTY 
CHAPTER SCHEDULE OF 
2008 MEETINGS AND 
ACTIVITIES 
 

All dinner meetings are to be held starting at 
6PM (7PM dinner) at J.T.Schmids pub in 
Anaheim (unless specified) and all Board 
meetings are to be held at Fuscoe 
Engineering in Irvine at 5PM.  All members 
are encouraged to attend any or all Board 
meetings during the year. 
 
 

 
February 7 - Board meeting 
February 19 – Jeff Farrano: Contracts -
Do’s and Don’ts. 
February 23-27 : CLSA Conference 
 
March 6 - Board meeting 
March 13 – Joint meeting with LA: 
Panel Discussion on RS’s and ALTA’s 
 
April 3 - Board meeting 
April 10 – Roger Frank – OC JPPC 
April 19 – Trig-Star Competition 
 
May 1 - Board meeting 
May 8 – Ray Mathe: OC Surveyor 
 
June 5 - Board meeting 
June 13 - Angel’s Night 
 
July 3 - Board meeting 
July 10 (TBA) – Pool Tournament 
 
August 7 - Board meeting 
August 14 – Silent Auction Night 
 
September 4 - Board meeting 
September 18 – Joint meeting with San 
Diego (TBA) 
 
October 2 - Board meeting 
October (TBA)  
 
November 6 - Board meeting 
November 13 – Student/ Sustaining 
member Night 
 
December 4 - Board meeting 
December 5 – Casino Night 
 
 

EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Members, 
 
Well members, how about that meeting?  
Was it everything you expected it to be or did 
you leave still wondering if your questions 
were answered? 
 
I think that this subject has been around for 
quite a while and I predict that it will still be a 
huge topic in the future.  Dave Woolley and 
Jay Seymour did an excellent job presenting 
their prospective sides to the subject, and I 
appreciate both there opinions. 
 
But in the end, my feelings are that we as 
surveyors have an ethical duty to up hold the 
law.  We as professionals know our obligation 
to our clients and to our profession, and 
hopefully in the end we make the right 
decisions and choices that reflect the good of 
the profession. 
 
Now my favorite part of last month’s meeting; 
the social hour.  Now don’t get me wrong, I 
enjoyed listening to Dave and Jay, but I had a 
grand time socializing with all the people that 
attending the meeting. 
 
It was like being at a high school reunion.  I 
saw faces that night that I hadn’t seen in 
years and I enjoyed the time I had to catch up 
with a lot of people.  With the busy lives that 
we all lead, it’s hard to keep in touch with 
everyone that we know or who we’ve met 
over the years. 
 
This is why I enjoy being a member to such a 
great organization.  Attending the Chapter 
meetings gives me the opportunity to see 
these people, shoot the breeze, and to catch 
up and reminisce the old days. 
 
Looking around the room that night, it was 
apparent that everyone else was doing the 
same thing.  There were a lot of smiling faces 
and a lot of hand shaking going on. 
 
I also had the opportunity to meet a lot of new 
faces from our own local area, the LA chapter 
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and of course the students from Cal Poly.  
Let me tell you, those students sure know 
how to have a good time.  
 
What was exciting to me was the fact that the 
Students were enjoying themselves.  Being at 
that meeting gave the students the 
opportunity to know what it is like to a part of 
our great profession and how close nit we are 
as a group.  Isn’t that how networking works? 
 
These students are our future; not only as 
members but collogues as well.  Hopefully 
they will spread the word and get more 
people interested in our profession and 
involved in our chapter. 
 
Bottom line get involve, join the chapter, and 
attend more meetings.  You’ll be amazed at 
the contacts you meet and the friends you 
make! 
 
Until next month, stay healthy and enjoy life. 
 
Rich Lopez – Witness Corner Editor 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
rjlopez@fuscoe.com 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Need for Surveying Instructor @ 
Santiago Canyon College 
 
Once again the growth in the number of 
students (now well over 200) in the 
Surveying and Mapping Sciences Program 
at Santiago Canyon College in Orange has 
prompted the school to expand the number 
of courses that will be offered this fall. 
 
The school is looking for an Instructor for 
the following fall 2008 course: 
 
Legal Aspects of Land Surveying I, 
Surveying/Mapping Sciences 229 - 3 Units, 
16 weeks, Thursdays 7:00pm-10:10pm. 
Basic elements of the PLSS including 
background, history, and subdivisions of 
sections and restoration of lost corners. 
Principles of preparing land descriptions for 

surveyors and title people. Common pitfalls 
and how to avoid them. 
 
The Fall Semester will begin the week of 
August 25th. 
 
The Instructor must be a licensed land 
surveyor working in the profession. 
 
If you are interested, or know someone who 
might be interested, please contact Don 
Mertens, Program Facilitator, at 949 440-
4488; or Jeremy Evans, prior Program 
Facilitator, at 714 751-7373. 
For general information about the Survey 
and Mapping Sciences Program, you can 
also contact Greg Sebourn at 714-777-
8877, Ext 115. 
 
 
Caltrans LS/LSIT Exam preparationVideos 
are available on line! 
 
Thanks to Bill Jackson in the Office of Land 
Surveys, the Caltrans LS/LSIT videos are 
now available on line! 
 
For those of you looking for extra study 
material, check out the link below. 
 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/row/landsu
rveys/LSITWorkbook/WorkbookTOC.html 
 
 
As found on POB message board 
http://www.i-boards.com/bnp/pob/ 
 
Historical surveys preserved through 
technology, partnerships 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 18, 2008 
 
A project to preserve information from 
Oklahoma’s first major survey was completed 
Tuesday. The project will give future 
generations the opportunity to see the state’s 
original plats along with providing greater 
public access to the historic documents. 
 
In 2005, the Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation partnered with the U.S. 
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Department of Interior Bureau of Land 
Management to scan the state’s original land 
surveys dating from the 1870s to a digital 
format in order to preserve the information. 
As of Tuesday, plats and field notes are now 
available to the general public on the BLM’s 
Web site at www.glorecords.blm.gov. 
 
Larry Reser, chief of ODOT’s Survey 
Division, said surveys are used in planning 
highway construction projects and purchasing 
right of way. Because ODOT deals 
extensively in property issues, it is the only 
state agency that has a position of licensed 
surveyor. In addition, the department 
sometimes conducts surveys on behalf other 
agencies. So, the agency had a significant 
interest in the preservation of state’s original 
plats.  
 
With the paper rapidly deteriorating, officials 
with the BLM in Virginia contacted Reser to 
help fund a preservation project. Ultimately, 
Reser and BLM officials decided reversing 
the deterioration of the paper was impossible 
and began to look for ways to preserve the 
information.  
 
Using technology designed to mechanically 
place the fragile sheets on a scanner, officials 
significantly reduced the amount of labor 
needed to complete the project. Reser said 
the project actually came in under budget 
because of the labor savings. It cost the state 
$105,000, compared with the original 
estimate of $165,000 for ODOT’s share. 
 
“The days were numbers before the 
information would have been lost forever,” 
Reser said, referring to the brittle condition of 
the paper. “This is something that needed to 
be done – for both the private and public 
sector. I would really like to compliment the 
BLM for a job well done.” 

For those of you interested in checking the 
website out the link is: 
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/Visitors/Findin
gSurveysPlatsAndFieldNotes.asp  
 

 



       
CONTACT:  Fran Clader       Media Relations Office 
(916) 657-7202         2555 First Avenue 
          Sacramento, CA  95818 

 
 
 

Wireless Telephone Laws FAQs 
 
 
Two new laws dealing with the use of wireless telephones while driving go into effect July 1, 
2008. Below is a list of Frequently Asked Questions concerning these new laws.  
 
 
Q: When do the new wireless telephone laws take effect? 
A:  The new laws take effect July 1, 2008 
 
Q:  What is the difference between the two laws?  
A:  The first prohibits all drivers from using a handheld wireless telephone while operating a 
 motor vehicle. (Vehicle Code (VC) §23123).  Motorists 18 and over may use a hands-free 
 device.  Drivers under the age of 18 may NOT use a wireless telephone or hands-free 
 device while operating a motor vehicle(VC §23124).  
 
Q: What if I need to use my telephone during an emergency, and I do not have a hands-
 free device? 
A: The law allows a driver to use a wireless telephone to make emergency calls to a law 
 enforcement agency, a medical provider, the fire department, or other emergency services 
 agency.  
 
Q: What are the fines if I’m convicted? 
A: The base fine for the FIRST offense is $20 and $50 for subsequent convictions.  
 According to the Uniform Bail and Penalty Schedule, with the addition of penalty 
 assessments, a first offense is $76 and a second offense is $190. 
 
Q:   Will I receive a point on my drivers license if I’m convicted for a violation of the 
 wireless telephone law? 
A: NO.  The violation is a reportable offense:  however, DMV will not assign a violation 
 point. 
 
Q: Will the conviction appear on my driving record? 
A: Yes, but the violation point will not be added. 
 
 

- more - 

 



 
Q: Will there be a grace period when motorists will only get a warning? 
A: NO.  The law becomes in effect on July 1, 2008.  Whether a citation is issued is always at 
 the discretion of the officer based upon his or her determination of the most appropriate 
 remedy for the situation. 
 
Q: Are passengers affected by this law? 
A: No.  This law only applies to the person driving a motor vehicle. 
 
Q: Do these laws apply to out-of-state drivers whose home states do not have such 
 laws? 
A: Yes 
 
Q: Can I be pulled over by a law enforcement officer for using my handheld wireless 
 telephone? 
A: YES.  A law enforcement officer can pull you over just for this infraction. 
 
Q:  What if my phone has a push-to-talk feature, can I use that? 
A:  No. The law does provide an exception for those operating a commercial motor truck or 
 truck tractor (excluding pickups), implements  of husbandry, farm vehicle or tow truck, to use 
 a two-way radio operated by a “push-to-talk” feature. 
 
Q:  What other exceptions are there? 
A: Operators of an authorized emergency vehicle during the course of employment are 
 exempt as are those motorists operating a vehicle on private property 
 
DRIVERS 18 AND OVER 
 
Drivers 18 and over will be allowed to use a hands-free device to talk on their wireless telephone 
while driving.  The following FAQs apply to those motorists 18 and over. 
 
Q: Does the new “hands-free” law prohibit you from dialing a wireless telephone while 
 driving or just talking on it? 
A: The new law does not prohibit dialing, but drivers are strongly urged not to dial while 
 driving. 
 
Q: Will it be legal to use a Blue Tooth or other earpiece? 
A: Yes, however you cannot have BOTH ears covered. 
 
Q:  Does the new hands-free law allow you to use the speaker phone function of your 
 wireless telephone while driving?  
A: Yes. 
 
Q: Does the new “hands-free” law allow drivers 18 and over to text page while 
 driving? 
A: The law does not specifically prohibit that, but an officer can pull over and issue a 
 citation to a driver of any age if, in the officer’s opinion, the driver was distracted and 
 not operating the vehicle safely. Text paging while driving is unsafe at any speed and is 
 strongly discouraged. 

- more -  

 



 
DRIVERS UNDER 18 
 
Q: Am I allowed to use my wireless telephone hands free? 
A: NO.  Drivers under the age of 18 may not use a wireless telephone, pager, laptop or any 
 other electronic communication or mobile services device to speak or text while driving 
 in any manner, even hands free.  EXCEPTION: Permitted in emergency situations to call 
 police, fire or medical authorities.  (VC §23124). 
 
 
Q: Why is the law stricter for provisional drivers? 
A: Statistics show that teen drivers are more likely than older drivers to be involved in 

crashes because they lack driving experience and tend to take greater risks.  Teen drivers 
are vulnerable to driving distractions such as talking with passengers, eating or drinking, 
and talking or texting on wireless phones, which increase the chance of getting involved 
in serious vehicle crashes. 

 
Q: Can my parents give me permission to allow me to use my wireless telephone while 

driving? 
A: NO.  The only exception is an emergency situation that requires you to call a law 

enforcement agency, a health care provider, the fire department or other emergency 
agency entity.  

 
Q: Does the law apply to me if I’m an emancipated minor? 
A: Yes.  The restriction applies to all licensed drivers who are under the age of 18. 
 
Q: If I have my parent(s) or someone age 25 years or older in the car with me, may I 

use my wireless telephone while driving? 
A: NO.  You may only use your wireless telephone in an emergency situation. 
 
Q: Will the restriction appear on my provisional license? 
A: No 
 
Q: May I use the hands-free feature while driving if my car has the feature built in? 
A: NO. The law prohibits anyone under the age of 18 from using any type of wireless device 

while driving, except in an emergency situation. 
 
Q: Can a law enforcement officer stop me for using my hands-free device while 

driving? 
A: No.  For drivers under the age of 18, this is considered a SECONDARY violation 

meaning that a law enforcement officer may cite you for using a hands-free wireless 
phone if you were pulled over for another violation.  However, the prohibition against 
using a handheld wireless telephone while driving is a PRIMARY violation for which a 
law enforcement officer can pull you over. 

 
 

### 
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CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
NOTE: Classified Advertising Policy 
 The Orange County Chapter’s advertisements are $50 per quarter, text only, full page 
width, limited to approximately 3 inches in height, using 12 point font.  The ads will not only 
appear in the newsletter, but on the Orange County Chapter’s website as well.  To place or 
renew a classified advertisement, contact Richard Lopez at (949) 474-1960 x4377 or at 
richard@fuscoe.com  
 
 
CITY OF LONG BEACH 
 
Senior Survey Technician  
$4,216.00 to $5,730.00 Monthly 
3% salary increase effective 7/1/08 
 
Under general supervision, operates, adjusts and maintains survey instruments including total 
stations, levels, theodolites, electronic hydrographic and distance measuring equipment, GPS/RTK 
receivers, and other precision instruments used in conducting large varieties of survey work; 
performs varied field and office survey calculations including traverse, triangulation and level 
adjustments using a computer or programmable calculator; computes areas, volumes and grades; 
prepares grade sheets; reduces survey notes; plots profiles; provides project research; prepares 
maps, drawings and plats; may be assigned to furnish field technical experience to assist office 
engineering personnel; operates a City vehicle; collects, downloads, processes, adjusts, plots and 
creates necessary digital and hard-copy records of data; uploads, checks and lays out data in the 
field; creates spreadsheets and reports, and accesses databases; reviews improvement plans; 
trains subordinates; may act as a one-person field survey party or supervise the work of a survey 
party; and performs other related duties as required. 
 
REQUIREMENTS TO FILE:  One or more years (full-time equivalent) of paid experience on a 
survey party engaged in land surveying AND either 12 units of land surveying courses from an 
accredited college or 24 units of pre-engineering courses from an accredited college (proof 
required)*; OR, one or more years (full-time equivalent) of paid experience on a survey party 
engaged in land surveying AND proof of a valid State of California Land Surveyor-in-Training 
Certificate (proof required)*; OR three or more years (full-time equivalent) of paid experience on a 
survey party engaged in land surveying. 
AND 
Proof of a valid motor vehicle operator's license and a current DMV driving record is required and 
must be submitted to the hiring department at the time of selection interview.   
A working knowledge of the care and use of modern electronic surveying instruments.  
Willingness to work overtime, nights, weekends, holidays, split shifts and possible shift work. 
 
Apply by April 11, 2008 at 4:30 p.m. on-line at www.longbeach.gov/civilservice or call 562-570-
6202 
 
 

 

 




