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CALIFORNIA LAND SURVEYORS ASSOCIATION 
ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER 

 
 

APRIL DINNER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

THURSDAY NIGHT – APRIL 9, 2009 
SOCIAL 6:00 PM DINNER 7 :00 PM 

 
 

Ray Mathe – Orange County Surveyor 
 

 
 

2610 E. KATELLA BLVD., ANAHEIM, CA  92806 
ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE ANAHEIM POND 

JUST EAST OF THE 57 FREEWAY 
 

This month Ray Mathe and some of his team members will be speaking to our group and giving us 
an update on what’s happening at the County Surveyor’s office.  Ray will also be touching base on 
two other organizations he is involved in: Western federation of Professional Surveyors (WestFed) 

and The League of California Surveying Organizations. 
So come on out and hear the latest news that’s buzzing around the County and get some insight 

on two other organizations that benefit our profession. 
You just might learn something you never knew before. 

 
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:  JENNIFER PALMER (949) 474-1960 

OR E-MAIL RESERVATIONS:  jpalmer@fuscoe.com  
COST: $40.00 PER PERSON 

 
This month’s raffle sponsor: Fuscoe Engineering 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
 
Dear Members: 
 
I hope this letter finds you doing well 
and in good health. It’s been a very 
busy month for the chapter. We had 
three great events in March I will be 
recapping. We also have three 
upcoming events in April I will be 
introducing that I know you won’t want 
to miss. I hope to see you all at these 
activities and meetings. 
 
At our March dinner meeting we had 
our first teacher/counselor/recruiter 
appreciation night. In attendance we 
had college instructors, high school 
teachers, recruiters, and counselors. 
Our goal was to honor and thank all of 
you who instruct, promote, and recruit 
for our profession. The meeting was 
well attended and I think we achieved 
that goal. We were able to introduce 
our chapter to those who might not 
know who we are but work so hard at 
bringing new surveyors into our 
industry.  
 
Our second March event was the 
annual Trigstar competition at 
Santiago Canyon College. This year 
we had over 200 high school and 
college students participate. 
Congratulations to all the winners. 
Thanks to Greg Sebourn, who did an 
awesome job coordinating the event, 
everyone had fun and we were able 
to introduce hundreds of students to 
the profession of surveying. I would 
also like to thank everyone from 
Santiago Canyon College, Vital-Link, 
and the Orange County CLSA 
Members that helped make the Trig-
Star event another huge success. I 
will leave all the details to Greg who 
will be giving us a full report in the 

newsletter and at this week’s 
upcoming dinner meeting. 
 
Our third March event was the annual 
CLSA conference in San Diego. The 
conference was a great opportunity to 
network with other chapters and 
surveyors as well as having some fun. 
It was good to see that even in these 
challenging economic times the 
conference was well attended and 
well supported by a full room of 
vendors pushing the latest and 
greatest in technology and software. It 
was also good to see that the 
members are still willing to give back. 
The auctions raised thousands of 
dollars for student scholarships. One 
of the highlights for me was to sit in 
the seminar on student outreach put 
on by our own Rich Lopez. Rich 
continues to do a great job exposing 
new students to our profession as well 
as teaching surveyors how to recruit. 
Great job Rich, thanks again. 
 
Our next dinner meeting is this 
Thursday, the 9th of April. The 
meeting is our annual Orange County 
Surveyor night. Ray Mathe and the 
other OC surveyors will update us on 
what’s new/happening in the Orange 
County Surveyor’s office. Additional 
Ray and his team will be giving us 
some information on the activities 
going of two other surveying 
organizations they are involved in that 
benefit our profession. One is the 
Western Federation of Professional 
Surveyors (WestFed) and the other is 
the League of California Surveying 
Organizations. This should be a great 
event. I hope to see everyone there. 
 
A second April event CLSA Orange 
County will be a part of is Senior Day 
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at Santiago Canyon College. The 
event is being held 11:00 AM to 2:00 
PM, April 15th. The college expects 
over 700 high school seniors to 
attend. We will be part of the CTE 
Expo which is designed to highlight 
surveying/mapping, water utility 
science, and public works. We will 
have our CLSA display booth set up 
with brochures and equipment so we 
can do some hands on 
demonstrations to the students. If you 
are interested in helping out please let 
me know. I believe this is another 
great opportunity to expose our 
profession to more local students. 
 
A third event in April will be our first 
annual Paul Cuomo Memorial Golf 
Classic. It is going to be held at the 
Anaheim Hills Golf Course on April 
27th. The monies we raise will be 
going to the Paul Cuomo Memorial 
Scholarship fund. We have had some 
great tournaments in the past and I 
know we can top those with this one. 
So dust off those clubs, get a group of 
your co-workers or buddies together 
and come out to honor and remember 
our good friend Paul and in the 
process raise funds for future 
surveyors going to school. As you 
know these events are where we get 
a good junk of our scholarship monies 
so I really hope you can participate 
and sponsor the event.  
 
We have another busy month ahead 
of us here in OC. I hope everyone can 
come out and enjoy the variety of 
activities and events we have put 
together. 
 
Respectfully, 
David Hill, President 
CLSA, Orange County Chapter 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES 
 

Date: March 5, 2009 
 
Location: Psomas, Costa Mesa, CA 
 
Meeting called to order: 5:40 PM   
    
Attendees: 
Dave Hill – President & Program 
Peter Fitzpatrick – Vice President 
Gene Kowalski – Secretary 
Jerry Uselton – Director 
Greg Sebourn – Trig Star 
Mike Simon – Immediate Past President 
Roger Frank – J.P.P.C. 
Dave Woolley – Legislative 
Lisa Gaston – Education 
 
 
Motion made and passed to suspend 
Rules set aside in order for all to vote. 
 
February ‘09 minutes were approved 
with minor edit to Treasurer’s Report. 
President’s Report: (David Hill) 
• Discussion on action items. 
 
• Discussion on March appreciation 

meeting’s invitees, gifts and 
sponsorship. Suggestion of giving gift 
of our OC-CLSA logo engraved desk 
magnifier.  

 
• Discussion on CTE Expo at SCC April 

15/09. 
 
• Discussion on State workshop 

committee chair requested for each 
Chapter. 

 
• Discussion on State Conference 

Scholarship, Donations and Activities 
by our Chapter. 

 
Vice President’s Report: (Peter 
Fitzpatrick) 
• Final reconciliation report completed. 
 
• Final 2008 tax filing completed. 
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Treasurer’s Report: (David Hill for 
Tony Cuomo) 
• Chapter bank accounts (CLSA OCC 

General Fund - $15,818.24; Paul 
Cuomo MSF - $6,376; Paul Cuomo 
MEF - $1,476.50) with Wells Fargo. 
$9339.53 is in Morgan Stanley 
general fund which should be moved 
to Wells Fargo next week. Dave Hill 
and Peter Fitzpatrick to sign papers at 
new bank. 

 
• Discussion on upgrading the Chapter 

website was postponed. 
 
• Discussion on recycling Schonstedts 

was postponed. 
 

Secretary’s Report: (Gene Kowalski)                                    
(No Report). 
 
Membership Report: (Alan Frank) 
(No Report). 
 
Education Report: (Alan Frank/Lisa 
Gaston) 
(No Report). 
 
Legislative Report: (Dave Woolley) 
• Report forthcoming. 
 
Trig Star: (Greg Sebourn) 
• Discussion on March 21st event with 

announcement of volunteers and 
sponsors. 

 
• Our Chapter donated $3,000 to Vital 

Link. 
 
• Discussion on CLSA booth/monies 

from State. Draft guidelines to match 
funds raised are pending. 

 
• Tony Cuomo volunteered to be a 

High School presenter. More 
presenters are needed. 

 
• Discussion on State representatives 

Trigstar/scouting. 

 
• Discussion on Nathaniel declining 

Eagle Scout. 
 
Newsletter: (Rich Lopez) 
(No report) 
 
Program: (David Hill) 
• Discussion on 

Counselor/Teacher/Recruiter 
appreciation night at our Chapter 
meeting on March 12. 

 
JPPC: (Roger Frank) 
• Discussion on the new guidelines to 

be approved by CEAC (Records of 
Survey and Corner Records). 

 
• Total of 108 activities during past 

quarter. 28 cases which have been 
referred from JPPC to BPELS, still 
active or unresolved by the board. 

 
• Discussion on witness monuments. 
 
• Discussion on putting a date on set 

monuments by agencies or firms 
likely to reset same type monuments 
in same locations over long periods of 
time (county, cities, city consultants). 

 
• Discussion on the County of Orange 

updating GPS control to Epoch of 
2007.0. 

 
• Next meeting May 20. 
 
Chapter Reps Report: 
(No Report) Next State meeting will be 
April 25. 
 
Website (Kurt Troxell) 
(No Report) 
 
Caltrans Liaison (Don Mertens) 
• Discussion on who will be our new 

liaison. 
 



 

 5

New Business 
• Discussion on methods of recruiting 

more students to our Chapter. 
 
• Discussions on Greg’s lead to 

formulate a High School survey class 
curriculum. 

 
• Discussion on our Chapter 

sponsoring a seminar. 
 
• Discussion on reasons for low 

meeting attendance at our Chapter. 
 
• Next board meeting will be at Fuscoe 

on April 2. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: 
Gene Kowalski, Secretary-Elect 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
 
 
ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER 
SCHEDULE OF 2009 MEETINGS 
AND ACTIVITIES 
 

All dinner meetings are to be held starting 
at 6PM (7PM dinner) at J.T.Schmids pub 
in Anaheim (unless specified) and all 
Board meetings locations are to be 
announced the previous month and held 
at 5PM.  All members are encouraged to 
attend any or all Board meetings during 
the year. 
 
 

 
January 8 - Board meeting 
January 20 – Past Presidents Night 
 
February 5 - Board meeting 
February 12 – Steve Shambeck 
presents the Voluntary Professional 
Development Program 
 
March 5 - Board meeting 
March 12 – 
Counselor/Instructor/Recruiter 
appreciation night 
 

April 2 - Board meeting 
April 9 – Orange County Surveyors 
Night 
April 25 – State Board meeting (Chapter 
reps only) 
 
April 30 - Board meeting 
May 7 – Joint Meeting LA Chapter 
 
June 4 - Board meeting 
June (TBA) - Angel’s Night 
 
July 2 - Board meeting 
July (TBA) – Pool Tournament 
July 25 – State Board Meeting (Chapter 
reps only) 
 
August 6 - Board meeting 
August 13 – Silent Auction Night 
 
September 3 - Board meeting 
September 10 – Joint Meeting 
San Dieago Chapter 
 
October 1 - Board meeting 
October (TBA) – (TBA) 
 
November 5 - Board meeting 
November 7 – State Board Meeting 
(Chapter reps only) 
November 12 – Student/ Sustaining 
member Night 
 
December 3 - Board meeting 
December (TBA) – Casino Night 
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EDITOR’S CORNER:  
 
Greetings Members, 
 
Well it’s been a very busy month.  We 
hosted the Annual Trig-Star event at 
Santiago Canyon College and we just 
had our State conference held down in 
San Diego. 
 
As for the State conference, it was a 
excellent time as usual.  I was lucky 
enough to give a presentation on the 
Student Outreach program.  I was a little 
nervous at first, but got into the groove as 
time went on. 
 
I would like to thank the Orange County 
contingency that attended my class.  I 
need all the support I can get. 
 
As you know, I like to push the Outreach 
program and it is my hope that more 
members will get involve next year in 
exposing our youth to the wonderful 
profession that we call Land Surveying. 
 
As for the Trig-Star event that was held 
on March 21st, I was unable to attend, but 
I heard it was a raging success.  Greg 
Sebourn was kind enough to give an 
overview of the event.  Please check out 
his article. 
 
Until next month, be happy and healthy. 
 
Rich Lopez – Witness Corner Editor 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
rjlopez@fuscoe.com 
 
 
TRIG-STAR OVERVIEW:  
 
Hello Members, 
 
On March 21st our Annual Trig-Star 
event was held as SCC.  Out of all the 
schools that were represented, all the 
high school winners were from Trabuco 
Hills HS.   

 
Taking First place ($500) was Kyle 
Aufderheide with a score of 95 in 45 
minutes and 45 seconds!  Second 
($300) was Brian Kmetz scoring 95 
points in 47 minutes and 26 seconds.  
Finishing third ($200) was Darrin Ambat 
with 90 points in 29 minutes and 59 
seconds.  The students will be given 
their checks in a presentation at their 
school.   
 
We also handed out prizes to Santiago 
Canyon College students.  Although 
there are reports that there were a few 
calculus students taking the exam, the 
three top scores were survey/mapping 
students!  All of the winners scored 90 
points but were separated by their 
times.  Keith Tom took first ($500) in 22 
minutes and 52 seconds.  Valentino 
Lenarduzzi took second ($300) at 53 
minutes flat and Bruce Morgan landed 
third ($200) at 55 minutes and 11 
seconds.   
 
One of the big hits was the Surveyor’s 
Challenge under the direction of Frank 
Romano (Caltrans) and Don Mertens 
(SCC professor/co-facilitator and former 
Caltrans).  We provided kits with parts to 
make crude angle measurements.  After 
a brief demonstration, the students then 
began pacing distances, measuring 
angles, and then used trigonometry to 
solve for the unknowns.  This offered an 
opportunity for students to realize a 
practical use for trig. The overall winner 
of the Challenge was SCC student Paul 
Phaire.  He walked away with a brand 
new Garmin GPS receiver as well as a 
$100 gift certificate to Best Buy.   
 
Congratulations to all of the 
participants!   
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None of this would have been possible 
without contributions from our sponsors: 
 
Orange County Chapter of the CLSA 
Johnson-Frank & Associates, Inc. 
RBF, Inc. 
Psomas 
Fuscoe 
Coast Surveying 
Professional Engineers in California 
Government PECG 
And supporters like: 
The County of Orange 
Port of Long Beach 
Caltrans 
 
A big thank you also goes out to all of 
the proctors who helped administer and 
grade the exams.  Without their help, I 
would still be grading them!   
 
Special thanks go to Santiago Canyon 
College faculty and staff who 
volunteered their time and energy for 
the kids and the profession.  Worth 
noting is that the SCC 
Surveying/Mapping Sciences Program 
contributed $9,000 at a time when 
teachers are getting laid off and courses 
are being cancelled.   
 
If I forgot to mention anyone, I 
apologize.  I know times are tough and 
having your support makes all the 
difference.  This event and our Chapter 
stand as the model for local surveying 
societies around the country.  Be proud 
of what we have done and let’s do it 
again next year!  Thanks to all of you!!!  
   
 
Sincerely, 
Gregory C. Sebourn, PLS 
Until next month, be happy and healthy. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
This is a friendly reminder that we are still 
collecting annual local chapter dues for 
2009. 
 
Please understand that per Article 7, 
Section 7.06 of the by-laws of CLSA, 
membership in our local chapter is 
conditional upon membership in the State 
Corporation within one (1) year. 
 
There are many benefits of being a 
member of the CLSA at the State and 
Local level. 
 
Being a local member gives you the 
opportunity to see what is happening 
locally with your profession and peers 
and affords you the opportunity to get 
involved. 
 
Being a member of the State level gives 
you many resources at your disposal with 
News, forums, publications, 
representation/ liaisons with the State 
Board for Professional Engineers and 
Land Surveyors, discounts at numerous 
seminars and annual conference, and 
much more. 
 
So please make sure that you sign up for 
the State as well as your local chapter. 
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A LETTER FROM KURT HOEHN 
FROM BAGHDAD 
 
Hello Everyone, 
  
First of all I must apologize for missing 
last month’s newsletter. I hope I didn't 
leave Rich searching for things to put in 
the place he usually sticks my letter. I 
think he would have plenty of more 
important items to put in its place. I was 
a little distracted with the fact that I was 
getting ready to come home for two 
weeks at the beginning of March. I had 
my priorities at that time and my usual 
letter was, unfortunately, in second 
place. I had a great time being home, 
seeing Anna, our animals, friends and 
for that matter anything that is in the 
U.S.A.! I guess it takes being gone like 
that and seeing what is happening over 
here and being restricted in where you 
go, what you do, and when you do it that 
you tend to really appreciate the ability 
to go wherever and whenever you want. 
I don't know how many people asked 
me about how we were able to travel in 
the US without having to get travel 
papers to go from here to there in our 
country. It was just not something they 
were familiar with. Again, it was great 
seeing everyone and I will be so glad to 
come home again in July. 
  
Work is going on as usual in this great 
country and things have definitely 
quieted down. In February I was able to 
take a ride in the Army's version of a 
limousine to another base to do some 
surveying they required. The ride was 
interesting and got to see the 
countryside. Some people have been 
here for quite some time and have never 
left the base whereas I have went by 
vehicle and helicopter to other places. I 
feel pretty lucky being able to do that. 
  
Surveying by GPS is pretty much the 
same as other places, except for the 
fact there are a lot more electronic 
interference issues to deal with. I have 

also encountered considerable multi-
path issues. You tend to learn real fast 
what GPS can and cannot do in this 
area. This is one place where you 
definitely don't say "that will never 
happen". 
  
I also got the opportunity to help work 
on a very large control network and see 
some of the nuances on how that is 
done. Obviously, timing and 
coordination is very important. Here not 
only do you have to worry about 
planning the time to get from point to 
point, you need to be concerned about 
security points, alerts, helicopter issues 
and one or two (or more) other things. 
Forgetting about these things tends to 
throw off your simultaneous 
observations a bunch (like until the next 
day) 
  
The weather is starting to get a little 
warmer, but it is still nice. Unfortunately 
there has been little rain again this year 
and Iraq is in about the fourth year of 
very little rain. This creates issues with 
dust. Right now the air is pretty crummy 
and the possibility of dust storms is 
considerable. They can go on for days 
and dust and sand gets in "everything" 
(and I mean everything). This summer 
will not be my typical Southern 
California summer and will not be one I 
am looking towards. 
  
Having come here and eventually 
having to spend over a year here has 
definitely changed my outlook on a lot of 
things. I know people who have 
sacrificed things for their family and their 
profession and I was amazed by what 
they did and how they could do it. I am 
now doing that and wondered whether I 
could. I guess now I know. I miss my 
family, my friends and the place I call 
home. It takes being in a place like 
this to really appreciate the little things 
that you have. Believe me, I will never 
complain about going to Albertsons 
again! 
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Well, to finish this and get away from the 
philosophy, here are a few pictures to 
enjoy. A couple you will see me really 
happy in, mainly because I am home 
with my family and good friends. 
  
Email if you get the chance. 
  
Kurt Hoehn 
  
hbsurveying@sbcglobal.net 
kurtis.hoehn@kbr.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep’em coming, I have a lot of catching 

up to do! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nothing beats a good conversation with 

good friends. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   My limousine! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    The limousine driver. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      My GPS set up.





 

 14

CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
NOTE: Classified Advertising Policy 
 The Orange County Chapter’s advertisements are $50 per quarter, text only, full page 
width, limited to approximately 3 inches in height, using 12 point font.  The ads will not only 
appear in the newsletter, but on the Orange County Chapter’s website as well.  To place or 
renew a classified advertisement, contact Richard Lopez at (949) 474-1960 x4377 or at 
rjlopez@fuscoe.com  
 
 
 
 


