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CALIFORNIA LAND SURVEYORS ASSOCIATION 
ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER 

 
 

FEBRUARY DINNER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

TUESDAY NIGHT – FEBRUARY 19, 2008 
SOCIAL 6:00 PM DINNER 7 :00 PM 

 

CONTRACTS - DO’S AND DON’TS 
 

 
 

2610 E. KATELLA BLVD., ANAHEIM, CA  92806 
ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE ANAHEIM POND 

JUST EAST OF THE 57 FREEWAY 
 

Jeff Farano, Esq. will be speaking to our chapter on the subject of 
Contracts – Do’s & Don’ts and how contracts can keep you out of trouble. 

As you know it helps to have a solid contract that protects you and your client’s interest. 
So come on out and hear what Jeff has to say, you never know you just might learn 

something new that will save you in the long run. 
 
 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:  SUSAN HUNZEKER (949) 271-4328 
OR E-MAIL RESERVATIONS:  shunzeker@fuscoe.com  

COST: $30.00 PER PERSON 
 

THIS MONTH’S RAFFLE PRIZES DONATED BY: TAIT & ASSOCIATES 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
 
Dear Members: 
 
I must admit, the reality of becoming the 
President of our chapter has been somewhat 
daunting. Not only must I fill the shoes of our 
most recent President, my good friend Jerry 
Uselton, but I also feel the obligation to do 
everything in my power to continue the track 
record of besting the previous year. No small 
feat given the great job Jerry did raising 
scholarship money, combined with our 
current rather dismal economy! 
 
As long as I can remember, each incoming 
President has increased the size of the 
Chapter, given more scholarship money and 
furthered our standing in the CLSA 
community. I will be working hard, with our 
outstanding 2008 Board of Directors, to 
continue this trend. I am also extending an 
invitation to our membership to send me 
ideas on ways to make our Chapter even 
better in 2008!! 
 
Our Past President’s meeting in January got 
2008 off to a great start. I was able to present 
both Tyler Overmire and Mario Flores, two 
very deserving students from Cal Poly, with 
$875.00 scholarships. Also, thanks to the 
generous donations from past Presidents in 
attendance, we should be able exceed that 
amount next year. 
 
The chapters past Presidents in attendance 
included Ruel Del Castillo, Chuck Krepp, 
Dave Williams, Doug Foster, Glenn Lake, 
Ralph Guida, Cecilia Whitaker, Steve 
Shambeck, Alan Frank, Joe Padilla, Kurt 
Troxell and Jerry Uselton. 
 
As I announced at the meeting, the ASCM is 
spearheading an effort to save lives lost due 
to land mines. They have been collecting old 
cell phones and, through a recycling 
program, and a joint effort with Schonstedt, 
are turning the old phones into land mine 
detectors that are then sent to the United 
Nations. Our chapter sent over 60 phones up 
to the Fresno conference! David Biswanger, 

President of ACSM, who originated the idea, 
was very impressed with the response from 
our chapter. Many thanks to those who 
donated to this worthy cause. 
 
Our February meeting has been moved to 
Tuesday, the 19th (so we can avoid 
aggravating St. Valentine, not to mention our 
significant others) and Mr. Jeff Farano, Esq. 
will be discussing contracts. Jeff is the in-
house attorney at Tait & Associates, Inc. and 
has been instrumental in guiding us on ways 
to avoid lawsuits as well as key contractual 
issues that will insure you get paid. As the 
economy changes for the worse, many 
clients are taking advantage of any 
contractual loophole to avoid paying their 
bills. Come hear what Jeff has to say about 
this very important issue. 
 
In the future months, we will be having many 
informative speakers at our monthly dinner 
meetings. In March we will be having a joint 
meeting with the L.A. chapter that you won’t 
want to miss! We are also working with the 
Inland Empire chapters to arrange a joint 
meeting with them as well. Naturally, our joint 
meeting with San Diego, the O.C. County 
Surveyor’s meeting, Angels night, Fat Pauli’s 
pool tournament, the Silent Auction at 1st 
American and Casino Night will all be taking 
place. 
 
Have you made your arrangements to attend 
the annual CLSA conference in Reno this 
year? Don’t forget, the conference is 
February 23 – 27. I hope to see you there!! 
 
Again, I am looking forward to a great 2008 
and working with many of you to continue 
making our Chapter one of the pillars of 
CLSA. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Michael Simon, President 
CLSA, Orange County Chapter 
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Past Presidents Left to Right: Joe Padilla, Alan 
Frank, Ruel De Castillo, Cecilia Whitaker, Dave 
Williams, Kurt Troxell, Jerry Uselton, Doug Foster, 
Glenn Lake, Chuck Krepp, and in the back Steve 
Shambeck 
 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES 
 

Date: 1/07/08 
 
Location: Fuscoe, Irvine, CA 
 
Meeting called to order: 5:13 PM   
    
Attendees: 
Jerry Uselton – President & Program 
Mike Simon – Vice President 
David Hill - Treasurer 
Peter Fitzpatrick - Secretary 
Dave Woolley – Legislative Rep 
Kurt Troxell – Director & Website 
Joe Padilla – Chapter Rep 
Jeremy Evans – Trig Star 
Greg Schlarbaum – Secretary Elect 
 
Motion made and passed to suspend 
Rules set aside in order for all to vote. 
 
Last month’s minutes were approved. 

 
President’s Report: (Jerry Uselton) 
• Magnifying Glasses brought to meeting 

by Joe Padilla. 
 
• .Past Presidents scholarship recipients 

selected. 
 

Vice President’s Report: (Mike Simon) 
• Presidents Scholarship selection 

completed. Mike will contact award 
recipients. 

 
• Mike went to L.A. Chapter meeting held 

at the Aquarium of the Pacific in Long 
Beach.  Due to short notice, the meeting 
was low in attendance. The speaker was 
Marti Ikehara with the NGS. A short 
movie was shown entitled “200 Years of 
Charting America’s Coasts”. 

 
• There was discussion over the plans for 

the joint meetings with the Los Angeles 
Chapter and the San Diego Chapters.  

 
• Having Mathew Vernon, the incoming 

CLSA State President, to speak at the 
San Diego joint meeting was discussed.  

 
• Tait will be the Raffle Sponsor at the 

February chapter meeting. 
 

• Plans to have Tait’s in house land use 
attorney speak at a Chapter meeting were 
discussed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: (Dave Hill) 
• Signature cards have been completed. 

 
• Year end statement not received yet. 

 
• Final reporting on tax info to be transferred 

to Peter. Dave will assist Peter with the 
filing. 

  
Secretary’s Report: (Peter Fitzpatrick)                                   
• Annual Report has been submitted to State 

Chapter. 
 

Membership Report: (Alan Frank) 
(No Report) 
 

Education Report: (Alan Frank) 
(No Report) 
 

Legislative Report: (Dave Woolley) 
• There is a push by the ACSM to get the 

government to follow the Brooks Act and 
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make all contract selections qualification 
based.  Currently, the government is 
contracting with firms performing aerial 
mapping without a licensed land surveyor in 
states that require a licensed land surveyor 
for said services.  It is early in process and 
CLSA members are encouraged to check 
the website for ACSM for updates.  

 
•   The Orange County District Attorney’s 

Office has asked for a report evidencing 
firms violating the Business and 
Professions Code, namely Section 8762. 
These violators harm our profession and 
the public.  The report is currently being 
prepared.  This is the first step in issuing 
subpoenas for survey records.  We do not 
have the DA’s commitment yet, but, they 
have demonstrated interest.  Anyone 
having samples of substandard surveys 
that have resulted in harm to the public are 
asked to please contact Dave or JPPC.  
Harm may be simply defined as staking 
improvements or performing an ALTA 
having a line that has not been shown on a 
map and not filing a Record of Survey.   

 
Trig Star: (Jeremy Evans) 
(No Report) 
 
Merit Badge: (Steve Shambeck) 
• Steve asked to have his name off of this 

item. Mike will see if he can recruit a new 
person. 

 
Newsletter: (Rich Lopez) 
(No report) 
 
Program: (Jerry Uselton) 
(No report) 
 
JPPC: (Roger Frank) 
(No Report) 
 
Chapter Rep (David Hill) 
(No Report) 
 
Website (Kurt Troxell) 
• New incoming board members 

information has been posted on web site. 
 

Caltrans Liaison (Don Mertens) 
(No Report) 
 
Cal Poly Liaison 
(No Report) 
New Business 
• It was suggested that the Past Presidents 

meeting be held at a later date than  now 
so there is more time for scholarship 
selection. 

 
• February 14th chapter meeting has been 

moved to February 19th. 
 
• Dave Hill and Peter Fitzpatrick to find a 

new bank for O.C. CLSA account. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 6:04 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: 
Gregory Schlarbaum, Secretary 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
 
 
CLSA STATE QUARTERLY 
BOARD MEETING 
 
February 2, 2008 was the State Quarterly 
Board meeting held in Oakland, CA.  
Following are bullet point highlights from the 
meeting. 
 
Attendees from the OC chapter: Dave Hill, 
Dave Woolley, Kurt Troxell, and Peter  
Fitzpatrick. 
 
New Board Elections: 
President-Jim Herrick 
President Elect-Matt Vernon 
Secretary-Aaron Smith 
Treasurer-Bill Hofferber 
 
Fresno Geomatics Conference: 
-Record number of Education Foundation 
scholarship applications received-a total of 
56. 
-36 scholarships were awarded or will be 
awarded at local chapters for a total of 
$34,750. 
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-CLSA had a booth and several new 
members signed up. 
 
Central Office Report: 
-If you are having trouble with signing up for 
the conference in any way contact Crissy 
Wilson. 
-Land Surveyor’s week is scheduled to be 
March 16-20, 2008. The state will have a 
booklet to hand out talking about the week. 
-The Subdivision Map Act Navigator is up 
and running. 
-CLSA has several merchandise items for 
sale (hats, decals, pens, etc.) along with a 
form to order the items. 
 
Ex-Com Report: 
-CLSA will be emailing its members a salary 
survey. Please encourage the members to fill 
out. 
-Voted on new Ex-Com representative 
members: Steve Martin and Frank Lehmann 
were elected. 
-Our own Kurt Troxell was appointed as the 
new CELSOC liaison. 
-Other committee chairs were recognized 
and approved. 
-The state will once again be working with 
ESRI to be a part of the GIS conference and 
Survey Summit in San Diego this year. 
Everyone is encouraged to attend. 
-The revised CLSA strategic Plan was 
introduced. 
-The Voluntary Professional Development 
program was explained by Steve Shambeck. 
 
President’s program and goals for 2008: 
-Continue a strong recruitment campaign 
-Promote membership-develop a brochure on 
the benefits of membership 
-Restart the Voluntary Professional 
Development program with guidelines as 
created and headed up by Steve Shambeck. 
-A new Public Awareness Committee. 
-Enhance the already great Education 
Foundation. 
-Push for member participation in the salary 
survey. 
 

Professional Practices Committee Report: 
-13 chapters do have a PPC, 7 of those have 
formal organizational structure. 
-8 chapters do not have a PPC. 
-Investigating issues with regard to Right of 
Entry and public awareness of the laws. 
-Monument preservation-looking into creating 
a hand-out for agencies and others in order 
to perpetuate monumentation. 
 
BORPELS liaison: 
-The board is still looking for proctors for the 
upcoming exams-application needs to be in 
by the end of February. 
 
Caltrans liaison: 
-Caltrans had 25 employees pass their PLS 
exams this year. 
-CLSA to be part of a geo-caching event in 
Sacramento, CA. 
 
CSRC liaison: 
-There will be a couple of RTN seminars 
coming up throughout this year. 
 
Boy Scout Merit Badge Chair: 
-Each chapter received a book highlighting 
the surveying merit badge. 
-The new chair will be assisting chapters in 
setting up a program. 
-Jim Herrick would like to see each chapter 
start up a program. 
 
Future State Board of Director’s meetings: 
April 26, 2008 
July 26, 2008 
November 8, 2008 
February 7, 2009 
-All to be held at the Oakland Airport Hilton. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
David Hill, Vice-President 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
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ORANGE COUNTY 
CHAPTER SCHEDULE OF 
2008 MEETINGS AND 
ACTIVITIES 
 

All dinner meetings are to be held starting at 
6PM (7PM dinner) at J.T.Schmids pub in 
Anaheim (unless specified) and all Board 
meetings are to be held at Fuscoe 
Engineering in Irvine at 5PM.  All members 
are encouraged to attend any or all Board 
meetings during the year. 
 
 

February 7 - Board meeting 
February 19 – Jeff Farano: Contracts -
Do’s and Don’ts. 
February 23-27 : CLSA Conference 
 
March 6 - Board meeting 
March 13 – Joint meeting with LA: 
Panel Discussion on RS’s and ALTA’s 
 
April 3 - Board meeting 
April (TBA) – Joint meeting with Inland 
Empire Chapters. 
April 19 – Trig-Star Competition 
 
May 1 - Board meeting 
May 8 – Ray Mathe: OC Surveyor 
 
June 5 - Board meeting 
June (TBA) - Angel’s Night 
 
July 3 - Board meeting 
July 10 (TBA) – Pool Tournament 
 
August 7 - Board meeting 
August 14 – Silent Auction Night 
 
September 4 - Board meeting 
September 11 – (TBA) 
 
October 2 - Board meeting 
October (TBA) – Joint meeting with San 
Diego 
 
November 6 - Board meeting 
November 13 – Student/ Sustaining 
member Night 
 
December 4 - Board meeting 
December 5 – Casino Night 
 
 

QUALITY CONTROL – Do we 
need it? 
 
Just two words used together that some 
consider bull. 
Books have been written about it. 
Seminars have been conducted on 
implementing it. 
Can you think of a project where Quality 
Control was successful? 
I know we have all seen it fail. 
How much control do we have to have to get 
quality? 
 
One friend had the QC policy of telling the 
survey crews to do a good job as they went 
out the door every day.  That was it, nothing 
more.  While that may have worked for some 
crews, it did not work well for others.  Most 
surveyors I know take some pride in their 
work.  I have even seen the survey crew 
come back with barely useable data and be 
proud of their production.  Another crew 
came back with several pictures of each 
photo control point they set and I must admit 
they were beautiful, but three of them were 
not visible on the aerial photos.  We need to 
each have some level of QC. 
 
I like to think of Quality Control as follows: 
me, asserting a little control to gain 
quality.  Some like the Top Down system of 
Quality Control.  Others think the Bottom Up 
system works better.  I like a system that 
says each person does their share.  
Control what you can and give guidance to 
others so they can control their share.  Is that 
controlling them?  Maybe some would see it 
that way.  But really those of us with lots of 
experience should be able to guide others 
through a project without them making each 
and every mistake.  Those of us with less 
experience should be able to take guidance 
with the knowledge that we are going to be 
able to miss many of those mistakes that are 
waiting to trip us up.  There are times that 
improvement is not just avoiding a mistake; it 
is using a better procedure.  What could be 
better than all who work on the project 
watching out for each other to improve the 
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end product?  Can the office surveyor do 
something to make the field survey go 
easier?  Can the field crew do something to 
make the office work come together better?  
Do we have room for improvement here?  In 
sports we call it team work.  Go team! 
 
So thinking back to my friend, couldn’t the 
PLS do a little more for the survey crew to 
offer them a better chance to be successful in 
their survey work for the day?  How many 
times has the survey crew had to go to the 
field without all the research completed?  
Yeah, that works!  What about showing up at 
the project that someone else has been 
working on and not having a control sketch 
and there are no lath baskets?  Sure Boss, 
we will be out of here in no time!  Or maybe 
the office just loaded you up with a file and 
when setting up on control, the stakeout 
points don’t match?  Thank you, Office!  A 
plot would have been nice and would have 
shown that it did not work.  Well, we could 
make a long list here…. (really long)…    
 
What I propose is to talk about some of the 
things we can do which will offer our survey 
teams a better chance of success on each 
project.  Many of the items are small.  Some 
of them seem insignificant until we look back 
on what really happened in the office or in the 
field.  Looking back, we see that usually it 
was expensive to not have Quality Control.  
Let’s look at something different each issue 
and see if you can find an improvement for 
yourself. 
 
Remember:  QC = me, asserting a little 
control to gain quality.   
 
Luke - Out. 
 
Jim Luke 
MOLLENHAUER GROUP 
E-mail: jim@lukeonline.com  
 
 

EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Members, 
 

We are well on our way to a new and exciting 
year for the Orange County Chapter of the 
CLSA! 
 
The gavel has been past, and Mike Simon is 
our official president for 2008 and it looks like 
Mike has a pretty exciting agenda planned for 
the coming year.  Be sure to check out the 
schedule for upcoming events and mark your 
calendars. 
 
I’ll have to admit my favorite meeting of the 
year is our Angel’s Night; most of you should 
know that I am a die-hard Angel’s fan, but the 
meetings that I really look forward too are the 
Joint meetings. 
 
This year we are scheduled for three joint 
meetings with the LA chapter, IE Chapters, 
and of course the San Diego Chapters. 
 
I enjoy these meetings because it gives me 
the opportunity to meet other surveyors from 
different areas who have similar interest as I.   
As many of you have heard me preach, it’s all 
about camaraderie! 
 
Surveying is a unique profession that not 
many people know or understand.  The more 
we unite with our brethren, the stronger we 
become as a whole. 
 
So if you get the opportunity to attend one of 
the Joint meetings, I suggest you do so.  
Meet some new faces, make new contacts, 
and get yourself known.  Who knows, in the 
end you just might make a new friend. 
 
Until next month, be safe and keep healthy. 
 
Rich Lopez – Witness Corner Editor 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
rjlopez@fuscoe.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Richard “Dick” Hauck 
 
78, passed Dec. 29, 2007. Born in Arcadia, 
Calif., Dick's surveying career included 
working for the L.A. County Road Dept., 
teaching the surveying program at Pasadena 
City College and working for Psomas 
Engineering. 
 
He was admired by everyone for his sense of 
humor and his dedication to his job, students 
and family. His love for God showed through 
in every part of his life. 
 
Dick was dearly loved and is survived by his 
wife, Charlotte, children Mary, Diane and Jim 
(husband), Susan, Richard and Eric; his 
grandchild Julie, Katie, Tom and Michaiah 
(wife), Steven, Cayla, Tawnya; and great 
grandchild, Shayanna; and brother Russell 
Pratley. 
 
2008 NATIONAL P.L.S. 
WORKSHOP/REVIEW AND L.S.I.T. 
WORKSHOPS  
 
It’s that time of year again to start thinking 
about taking those tests that we all love so 
much! 
 
Pacific Land Seminars is offering several 
workshops for the National P.L.S. and 
L.S.I.T. exams. 
 
There are various locations and dates to suit 
your needs. For more information check out 
www.pacificland.com for full details and 
locations. 
 
 

Caltrans LS/LSIT Exam preparationVideos 
are available on line! 
 
Thanks to Bill Jackson in the Office of Land 
Surveys, the Caltrans LS/LSIT videos are 
now available on line! 
 
For those of you looking for extra study 
material, check out the link below. 
 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/row/landsu
rveys/LSITWorkbook/WorkbookTOC.html








