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CALIFORNIA LAND SURVEYORS ASSOCIATION 
ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER 

 
 

FEBRUARY DINNER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

TUESDAY NIGHT – FEBRUARY 16, 2010 
SOCIAL 6:00 PM    DINNER 7 :00 PM 

 

MOBILE SCANNING PRESENTATION 
BY: CLAY WYGANT 

 

 
 

2610 E. KATELLA BLVD., ANAHEIM, CA  92806 
ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE ANAHEIM POND 

JUST EAST OF THE 57 FREEWAY 
 

Clay Wygant presently holds a position as senior surveyor in WHPacific’s Albuquerque office 
where he manages the WHPacific terrestrial LiDAR program.  Clay, a registered Land Surveyor 

with over 20 years experience and educated at UNM (University of New Mexico) and CNM (Central 
New Mexico Community College) graduating the Civil and Survey Technology Program in 1988.  
Clay has worked at WHPacific for eight years, previously in the public sector and started, ran and 
sold a survey consulting business.  WHPacific entered the terrestrial scanning world in 2005 with 
the re-designed Leica ScanStation and purchased the LYNX Mobile LiDAR system in 2008, the 

first Mobile LiDAR system sold in the Americas. 
 

And as always, you do not have to be a member to attend! 
 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:  JENNIFER PALMER (949) 474-1960 
OR E-MAIL RESERVATIONS: jpalmer@fuscoe.com 

 
This month’s raffle prize donation: PACIFIC LAND SEMINARS 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 

Hello to all Members, 
 

As we enter 2010, I would like to extend a 
Happy New Year to all and hope that you had 
a terrific holiday season.   
 
As the incoming President, I would like to 
thank David Hill for leading the Chapter this 
past year for our profession.  Although we 
would like to find someone to blame for these 
tough economic conditions, I am more than 
certain that Dave had nothing to do with it.  In 
truth, despite these trying times, Dave 
provided strong leadership, involvement, and 
chapter development.   
 
Dave was always on top of upcoming events 
and the board’s duties.  Under Dave we had 
a solid year for fund raising and scholarships 
($15,000), and a fun and exciting year of 
events.  We have to remember that the 
scholarship money that our chapter gives out 
is more than most other local chapters 
combined.  In good years and bad, the 
students will always need our assistance for 
financial aid.  The money given out is an 
impressive amount to say the least, and we 
can not do it without the generosity of 
companies and individuals like yourselves.   
 
Also deserving notable mention are Joe 
Padilla and Greg Sebourn.  Joe continues to 
set up our dinner meetings every month in 
addition to Casino Night in December and the 
Angel game in June at which he also serves 
as the bar-be-que chef for our tailgate party.  
Greg continues with the multi-faceted 
workload of surveyor, teacher, Trig-Star 
chairman and Scouting Merit Badge 
chairman, father and husband (in no 
particular order of importance, Greg).  His 
energy level is apparent and contagious, and 
his involvement makes our chapter that much 
stronger.   
 
As a tribute to all of our past presidents, the 
January meeting is our traditional Past 
Presidents Night.  This year we had many 
more than usual of our past presidents in the 
attendance of 55 members on January 18 at 

our normal meeting spot, J.T. Schmidt’s in 
Anaheim.   About half of our past president’s 
attended the event (and no, I didn’t count 
Ruel 3 times). After accepting the president’s 
gavel (and recently-engraved sledge) from 
Dave, I presented him with a plaque 
commemorating his term as president of the 
Orange County Chapter of CLSA.  At that 
point it was my honor to announce all of the 
Past Presidents, each of whom received a 
round of applause for their contributions in 
making us such a strong Chapter.  When you 
look at the names of the past presidents in 
our chapter, we have had a remarkable 
presence of well-known and respected 
professionals looked up to by others in the 
state.  
 
The next order of business was to recognize 
the 2010 Board of Directors: 
Vice President – Tony Cuomo 
Treasurer – David Woolley 
Secretary – Lisa Gaston 
 
Chapter Reps. 
Tony Cuomo 
Michael Simon 
David Hill 
Dave Woolley 

 
Committee Chairs 
Membership Committee - Alan Frank  
Education Committee - Lisa Gaston 
J.P.P.C. - Roger Frank  
Newsletter Editor - Richard Lopez  
Trig-Star Chair - Greg Sebourn  
Legislative Committee Chair - Dave Wolley  
Program Chair - Michael Simon  
Scouting Merit Badge – Greg Sebourn 
 
With the new board in place we moved on to 
our Awards ceremonies.  In honor of all of our 
past presidents, the Orange County Chapter 
together with the CLSA Education 
Foundation set up a “Past Presidents 
Scholarship”. This scholarship is funded by 
the donations of the past presidents at our 
January meeting with 50% matching funds 
contributed by the Education Foundation. 
This year, thanks to last year’s generous 
contributions by the past presidents, we were 
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able to present scholarships to two Santiago 
Canyon College students, Melissa Gruner 
and Ken Cast for $1000 each.  In addition, on 
behalf of the State Education Foundation, 
Steve Shambeck awarded a $1,000 
scholarship to Michael Howard. 
 
After the dinner break, I took the opportunity 
to do a brief presentation on what we have 
planned for the next few months.  My main 
goal is to be able to entice many of you who 
have taken a “sabbatical” from our dinner 
meetings to come back and enjoy an evening 
of socializing and stimulating programs.  I 
want to be able to give back to you what you 
have paid for in your membership fees; 
interesting speakers and topics that are 
germane to the work we do and the world 
within which we live. 
 
This all sets up our February 16th meeting.  
Mr. Clay Wygant of WH Pacific will be our 
first guest speaker to talk about mobil 
scanning.  Mr. Wygant is a licensed land 
surveyor out of New Mexico who will give a 
presentation on successful mobil scanning 
project here in California.  Mr Wygant will also 
be a featured speaker at the joint 
CLSA/NALS conference in Reno later this 
month.  So if you can’t attend the conference, 
this will give you an introduction to the 
conference topic and the work his company 
does.   
 
Static scanners are already a tool many 
companies have in their arsenal of survey 
instruments; mobil scanning is another of 
those tools that has shown its effectiveness 
for safety, speed, accuracy, and delivery that 
transportation agencies, railroads, and 
engineering firms will soon be requiring.  I 
urge you all to attend. 
 
Our March dinner is still in the confirmation 
stage.  We are looking to have City of 
Anaheim Mayor Kurt Pringle come in to talk 
about High Speed Rail, or other 
representative from the High Speed Rail 
Authority.  With recent federal funding and 
voter-approved state bonds in place, there is 
tremendous potential of survey, engineering, 

and title work to be done in Southern 
California for the years ahead.  More on that 
later. 
 
Also looking ahead, a March event that ties in 
with the future of our profession is the Annual 
Trigstar Competition at Santiago Canyon 
College on March 20th.  Greg Sebourn is our 
Trigstar committee chair and last year, 
teamed with Vital Link and the OC Chapter, 
the test was adminstered to over 200 
students.   There was also survey challenges 
set up outside by Caltrans and the college 
survey instructors which added to the 
exposure of surveying to the students.  It is 
an event that I have enjoyed volunteering for 
and look forward to do so again.  I urge you 
all to give Greg a call at the college or at JFA 
to let him know that you would like to be a 
volunteer (no worries; none of you will be 
asked to take the test). 
 
Well, that takes us through the first quarter 0f 
2010.  With that preview of events we 
wrapped up the night with our raffle which 
was donated by Psomas.  A full schedule of 
events for the entire year is contained in this 
newsletter. 
 
Speaking of the newsletter, I would like to 
thank our Newsletter Editor, Rich Lopez.  
Rich has continued to fill a very important 
position for the chapter and always gives our 
newsletter a professional look.  Rich helps 
the chapter in many other ways including 
support at the chapter meetings (when he 
isn’t studying for the LS Exam).  His 
assistance to me over the years during my 
time on the Board has been invaluable and 
sincerely appreciated.  Thank you, Rich! 
 
I look forward to see each of you at a meeting 
this year.  I am honored to serve as your 
president.  I hope that 2010 continues to be 
successful for our chapter. 
 
Regards, 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES 
 

Date: January 12, 2010 
 
Location: Psomas, Santa Ana 
 
Meeting called to order: 5:30 PM   
    
Attendees: 
Peter Fitzpatrick – President & Program 
Tony Cuomo – Vice President 
Tony Cuomo – Treasurer 
Lisa Gaston – Secretary 
Joe Padilla – Activities Chairman 
Dave Hill – Past President 
Jerry Uselton – Chapter Rep 
Rodger Frank – JPPC Rep 
Greg Sebourn  
Alan Frank 
Kurt Troxell 
 
Motion made and passed to suspend 
Rules in order for all to vote. 
 
• Motion accepted. 
 
December ‘09 minutes were approved. 

 
President’s Report: (David Hill) 
• Discussion on action items.   
 
• Discussion to update the state website 

with the current board member and any 
additional information concerning our 
chapter. 

 
Tony volunteered to take pictures for the 
website at the next board meeting. 
 

• Discussion of digital files for banners 
being reviewed by Tony. 

 
• Dean Bouldin joined the meeting via 

conference call at 5:35. 
 

Vice President’s Report: (Peter 
Fitzpatrick) 
• Revisited tentative topics/speakers for 

upcoming year include: 
o Mobile Scanning 
o Professional Liens 
o LA City Survey Dept. 
o Attorneys for Land Use 
o Financial planners 

 
• Psomas will sponsor January meeting. 

 
Greg volunteered to ask John Hogan to 
speak on mechanics liens at the next 
meeting. 
 
Speakers needed for February, March, 
April, September and possibly October. 
 

• Motion to have vendors as speakers. 
 

• Motion denied. 
 

• Discussions to have vendors sponsor the 
raffle, set up a table and allow them to 
present the awards giving them a chance 
to talk briefly and promote their product. 

 
• Left to further discussion. 

 
• Discussion to raffle a state travel voucher 

for the conference. $500. 
 

• Not likely, left to further discussion. 
 

 
Activities Chairman: (Joe Padilla) 
 
Joe calls meeting to CFLSE to transfer 
officers to OC Chapter board officers 
 
1st election for new officers 
 
Peter Fitzpatrick – President  
Tony Cuomo – Vice President 
David Woolley – Treasurer 
Lisa Gaston – Secretary 
 
Motion carried. 
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• Discussion on non-profit status. 
 

• Tony volunteers to be in charge of getting 
sponsors for the board meetings. 

 
• Peter volunteers to call the state for 

entrance fee information. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: (Tony Cuomo) 
• Motion to use some funds to subsidize 

hardship for those who cannot pay for 
membership. 
 

• Motion denied. 
 

• Jerry Uselton stated that members or not 
they still receive the newsletters and are 
welcome to come to the meetings. 
 

• Members or not there is nothing 
restricting their involvement. 
 

• Discussion on the cost of the meetings for 
members and otherwise.   
 

• Tony will look into soda cost and 
changing the menu to alleviate the higher 
priced items....hopefully resulting in 
enough of a cut for the chapter meetings 
to survive. 
 

• Motion to reduce dinner item menu cost 
to under $30 for next meeting.   
 

• Motion accepted. 
 

• Action invitation from Peter to invite all 
past presidents to dinner.... 

 
Secretary’s Report: (Lisa Gaston)                                    
(No Report). 
 
Membership Report: (Alan Frank) 
• Discussion on postcards.  
 
• Motion for monthly Postcards. 

 
• Motion accepted. 

 

• Discussion to send out postcards 
quarterly 

 
• Will be revisited. 

 
 

• Motion to donate $500 to Fresno 
scholarship.   
 

• Motion accepted. 
 

 
Education Report: (Lisa Gaston) 
(No Report) 
 
Legislative Report: (Dave Woolley) 
(No Report) 
  
Trig Star and Scouting Merit Badge: (Greg 
Sebourn) 
• Trig Star is scheduled for March 20th.  

Greg will need several volunteers to help 
proctor and grade the exams.  It’s easy 
and will only take a small portion of your 
Saturday.  Also, Greg will need 
volunteers to go out to local high schools 
and talk to the students.  If you have a 
teacher with whom you have worked with 
and can contact them, please do so and 
let me know.  We are behind schedule 
getting out to the high schools because of 
several budget issues at Santiago 
Canyon College which have since been 
addressed.   
 

• Expect him to be contacting you for a 
sponsorship in the next several weeks.  
We need monetary donations from 
companies and individuals alike.  ANY 
AMOUNT IS WELCOME!  The 
transmission in his Honda went out, had 
to get a new baby, a mortgage from 
2006, and all the other bills one would 
expect and he will STILL be donating at 
least $20.  As tough as times are, we 
need to continue to SHOW OUR 
SUPPORT for land surveying education 
and recruitment.  Please consider 
chipping in a few bucks… 
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• With your help we can make this another 
great event to showcase land surveying.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
Greg at gregsebourn@johnson-frank.com or 
(714) 777-8877 extension 115. 

 
• Thank you for your time and support! 
 
Newsletter: (Rich Lopez) 
(No report) 
 
Program/Activities: (David Hill/Joe Padilla) 
• Motion to have the golf tournament on the 

same day as the April meeting so we can 
have the dinner at J.T. Schmitz.  Joe will 
coordinate this event with “all of his life 
force!” 

 
• Motion approved. 
 
JPPC: (Roger Frank) 
 
• JPPC is experiencing about half as much 

activity as normal. 
 

• Sent a request letter to the State Board of 
Registration for a Board opinion as to the 
necessity of filing a Record of Survey for 
a field survey performed as a basis for 
the preparation of legal descriptions for 
conveyances that create new centerline 
alignments, which in turn control property 
boundaries in the area. 
 

Chapter Reps Report: 
(No report) 
 
Website (Kurt Troxell) 
• Motion to e-mail in the format of Outlook 

meetings with “open w/out reply” option. 
 

•  Motion accepted. 
 

• Discussion to offer room on the 
newsletter for those seeking employment 
to place a brief summary of their 
experience and contact information. 

 
• Discussion will be revisited. 
 

Caltrans Liaison (Don Mertens) 
 
On January 6th the Governor delivered his 
annual State of the State address before the 
Legislature. Two days later he presented the 
State’s Budget including proposals to close 
the projected $13 billion deficit for 2009-2010 
and the $16.3 billion deficit for 2010-11. 
Some of the proposals are as follows:  
• To double the State employee 

contribution to the retirement plan. 
  
• To impose a 5% pay cut and a reduction 

in health benefits for State employees 
(while ending the existing furlough 
program at the same time). 

 
• To seek $6.9 billion in additional federal 

funding (if that doesn’t occur he would cut 
State employee salaries by an additional 
5%).  

 
The next meeting of the Caltrans 
Professional Liaison Committee (PLC) is 
scheduled for Tuesday, January 26, 2010 at 
the District 12 TMC in Irvine. I plan to attend 
and will report back to the Board. Minutes of 
the last PLC meeting on November 17, 2009, 
are attached. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Donald Mertens, 
January 12, 2010. 
 
New Business 
• Next board at Psomas on 2/09/10; 5:30 

p.m. 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: 
Lisa Gaston -Secretary 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
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ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER 
SCHEDULE OF 2010 MEETINGS 
AND ACTIVITIES 
 

All dinner meetings are to be held starting at 
6PM (7PM dinner) at J.T.Schmids pub in 
Anaheim (unless specified) and all Board 
meetings are to be held at Psomas in Santa 
Ana at 5:30PM.  All members are 
encouraged to attend any or all Board 
meetings during the year. (Please notify the 
board President prior to the meeting so 
we can make the necessary seating 
arrangements). 
pfitzpatrick@psomas.com  
 
 

January 11 - Board meeting 
January 19 – Past President’s Night 
 
February 9 - Board meeting 
February 16 – Mobile Scanning 
presentation 
 
March 9 - Board meeting 
March 16– High Speed Rail presentation 
 
April 13 - Board meeting 
April 20 – Guest Speaker TBD 
 
May 11 - Board meeting 
May 18 – ACEC (local and National) Night 
 
June 8 - Board meeting 
June 15 – Angel Night (Colorado Rockies) 
 
July 13 - Board meeting 
July 20 – Paulie-fats Annual Pool 
Tournament 
 
August 10 - Board meeting 
August 17 – Silent Auction Night 
 
September 14 - Board meeting 
September 21 – Guest Speaker TBD 
 
October 12 - Board meeting 
October 19 – San Diego Joint Meeting 
 
November 9 - Board meeting 
November 16 – Scholarship Night 

December 14 - Board meeting 
December 21 – Casino Night 
 
EDITOR’S CORNER 
 
Greetings Members, 
 
As you know, the Holiday of Love is upon us; 
are you ready?  This is the time of year that 
the majority of men scramble store to store, 
trying to find the perfect gift to impress their 
significant other. 
 
If you ask me, this is the most pressured 
Holiday that we celebrate!  You might find the 
right Christmas gift, but if you blow it on 
Valentines, well you might as well get the dog 
to move out of his house, because you’re 
moving in. 
 
What is Valentines Day anyway?  I decided 
to do a little research on this Grand Holiday 
that we celebrate every year, and this is what 
I found out. 
 
Now the oldest history is that February 14th 
falls on the Eve of Lupercalia, the Pagan 
Roman festival of fertility.   
Now this particular festival is not dedicated to 
a particular god, but belongs to numerous 
gods: Faunus (the Roman Pan), Inuus (the 
“Goer-in”) and Auugustus, but in a fit of 
reform, it was decided it was meant to honor 
the god “Lupercus” which is Faunus. 
 
The 14th of February was the day specially 
set aside for love lotteries in Pagan Rome. 
This Holiday was devoted to Juno, Queen of 
the gods and patroness of marriage.  This 
was also the day on which young girls’ 
names were written on slips of paper and 
thrown into jars to be picked out by the boys.  
The Chooser and the Chosen would then be 
partnered for the duration of the Lupercalia 
festival.  Usually these random parings often 
resulted in lasting relationships.  Later the 
Catholic Church substituted the manes of 
saints in place of those of flesh-and-blood 
girls to subvert the lusty Pagan practice. 
Now the Lupercalia was celebrated until the 
reign of Anastasius I in 491-518 CE.  At the 
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end of the 5th century in 498 CE Pope 
Galeskus decided to dedicate the Eve of 
Lupercalia to the long-dead priest St. 
Valentine. 
 
Now Pope Galesius choose Saint Valentine 
because he was martyred for refusing to give 
up his Christian beliefs and since he died on 
February 14, 269 A.D., the same day that 
had been devoted to love lotteries; he 
thought this was a great way to end the 
pagans from celebrating Lupercalia. 
 
Legend has it that St. Valentine left a farewell 
note for the jailer’s daughter, who he had 
become friends with before he was executed.  
The note was signed “From Your Valentine”. 
 
However hard the Church tried to do away 
with Lupercalia, the pagan principles of the 
people proved too strong.  Memories of 
Lupercalia combined with folkloric legends, in 
Britain and France, the 14th of February 
marks the beginning of the mating season 
amongst birds which allowed the people to 
continue celebrating Valentines Day as a day 
of Love.  Does the term “Love Birds” ring a 
bell? 
 
Now the oldest Valentines message was 
written in a poem by Charles, Duke of 
Orleans, in 1415 to his wife while he was 
imprisoned in the Tower of London. 
 
Since then, Valentines Day messages have 
become a popular idea and some years later 
Henry V hired John Lydgate to compose a 
Valentine missive to Catherine of Valois. 
 
Over time, February 14th has become the day 
of exchanging love letters, and St. Valentine 
became the patron saint of lovers, because 
the Catholic Church was still attempting to 
eradicate all reminders of the Roman pagan 
holiday.  The date was marked by sending 
poems and simple gifts such as flowers. 
So in short, St. Valentines Day has become 
an annual holiday celebrating love and 
affection between intimate companions; 
expressing their love for each other by 

presenting flowers, offering confectionery, 
and sending greeting cards. 
 
But in the end it makes me wonder, maybe 
this crazy Holiday was started by “St. 
Hallmark” or “St. Kay Jewelers”! 
 
I hope that you all have a wonderful 
Valentines Day and that you get to spend it 
with a significant other that you hold dear to 
heart.  Remember, your Valentine does not 
just have to be your partner.  I’m sure that 
you’re Mother/Father or 
Grandmother/Grandfather or anyone for that 
fact would love to receive a Valentine. 
 
Until next time, keep safe and healthy. 
 
Rich Lopez – Witness Corner Editor 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
rjlopez@fuscoe.com 
 
 
 
 





HTRIG  STAR

Yes, I'd like to attend Trig Star at Santiago Canyon College!  (Please print:)

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________ City: _______________________________Zip: ____________

Phone number:  __________________________  E-mail:  _________________________________________________________________

School/college:  _______________________________________________________________ Number of guests attending:  _________ 

I approve of my child’s participation in Trig Star activities and am aware that my child’s image may appear in photos taken at the event.  I hereby grant permission
to Rancho Santiago Community College District to use these photos in promotional materials and publicity efforts.  I also understand that if and when an image is
posted on the college website, the image can be downloaded by any computer user.  Therefore, I agree that no claims can be made against the college district or
any of its representatives.

Signature of parent or legal guardian:  _____________________________________  Printed name:___________________________

Date:____________________

I want to enter (please check all that apply):

___  Trig Star competition (please note that high school student winners are eligible to go on to state and national competi-
tions. The competition for college students is local only.)

___  Land Surveyors Challenge (parents may participate too!)

Please mail or fax this reply form by March 19, 2010 and admission is free.  A $5 fee per family will be charged for those who
attend the event but don’t register in advance.

Send to: Kathy Johnson • P.O. Box 12064, Costa Mesa, CA  92627 • Fax:  (949) 646-2523

For more information call Kathy Johnson at (949) 646-2520,  or e-mail KJCareerConnect@yahoo.com

SATURDAY, March 20, 2010
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Santiago Canyon College • 8045 E. Chapman Ave., Orange

Santiago Canyon CollegeSantiago Canyon College
presents

Join us for a fun, free day of activities for Orange County high school and
community college students as well as interested parents.

Enter the Trig Star trigonometry competition • Compete in the Land Surveyors Challenge
Win cash and prizes • View exhibits • Learn about careers in land surveying

Lunch is provided for all attendees

Event Agenda:
9:30 - 10:00 a.m.  Registration
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Exhibits open
10:15 - 10:30 a.m.        Welcome
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.        Trig Star trigonometry test
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    Land Surveyors Challenge
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.    Lunch (provided)
12:45 p.m.                       Awards ceremony (Trig Star and Land Surveyors Challenge winners) 

Trig Star prizes:
• Awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place high school and college winners 
• Top winner will be recognized at an award event at his or her high school

Land Surveyor Challenge prizes:
• Awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place high school and college winners
• Plus one grand prize

About Trig Star
The trigonometry test is open book (materials to be provided) and you may bring a calculator. Trig Star
is sponsored by the Orange County Chapter of California Land Surveyors Association and is a part of a
national competition of the National Society of Professional Surveyors. The event is hosted by Santiago
Canyon College, Career Education Division.

Santiago
Canyon
College

HH
Congratulations to

2009 first place high

school winner,Kyle

Aufderheide from

Trabuco Hills High

School!

Congratulations to

2009 first place high

school winner,Kyle

Aufderheide from

Trabuco Hills High

School!
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CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
NOTE: Classified Advertising Policy 
 The Orange County Chapter’s advertisements are $50 per quarter, text only, full page 
width, limited to approximately 3 inches in height, using 12 point font.  The ads will not only 
appear in the newsletter, but on the Orange County Chapter’s website as well.  To place or 
renew a classified advertisement, contact Richard Lopez at (949) 474-1960 x4377 or at 
richard@fuscoe.com  
 
 
 
 
 




