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CALIFORNIA LAND SURVEYORS ASSOCIATION 
ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER 

 
MARCH DINNER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

TUESDAY NIGHT – MARCH 16, 2010 
SOCIAL 6:00 PM    DINNER 7 :00 PM 

 
LOCATION: 

 
2610 E. KATELLA BLVD., ANAHEIM, CA  92806 

ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE ANAHEIM POND 
JUST EAST OF THE 57 FREEWAY 

 

ESTATE PLANNING OVERVIEW 
WITH 

TAMSEN R. REINHEIMER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

 
 

Estate planning is the process of anticipating and arranging for the disposal of an estate.  
Estate planning typically attempts to eliminate uncertainties over the administration of a 

probate and maximize the value of the estate while protecting the family.  Are you prepared? 
Tamsen R. Reinheimer, Attorney at Law, will give us an overview on the importance of estate 

planning, living trust, and how to get started.  This meeting will be very informational to anyone 
looking to protect the family, assist, while giving you the peace of mind knowing that you are 

prepared!  I hope to see you all there. 

And as always, you do not have to be a member to attend! 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:  JENNIFER PALMER (949) 474-1960 
OR E-MAIL RESERVATIONS: jpalmer@fuscoe.com 

 
This month’s raffle prize donation: BORCHARD SURVEYING AND MAPPING INC. 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 

Greetings Everyone, 
 
I hope that this letter finds you in good health 
and spirits.  Our recent winter storms have 
left us some beautiful landscape images to 
remind us how lucky we are to live here.  For 
me, there are few better places than 
Southern California during this time of year.  
While the Atlantic Seaboard states shiver and 
shovel snow, we have the opportunity to surf 
in the ocean one moment and then ski in the 
local mountains all within the same day.   
Well, maybe that’s what our kids are doing…. 
 
Our February meeting was held on Tuesday 
the 15th and featured Clay Wygant of WH 
Pacific.  Clay gave us a presentation on 
mobile scanning, highlighting a few projects 
that he has done on both land and water 
employing land-based lidar technology on 
various mobile platforms.  And although we 
may not be ready to use mobile scanning 
technology for an ALTA Survey, we can’t 
deny that this technology is here to stay as 
another tool of our trade, be it for design-
quality surveys or inventory development. 
 
February and March was also the joint 
conference for the CLSA and NALS 
organizations, held in Reno, NV.  Although I 
don’t have any hard numbers, the conference 
seemed to be very well attended.  I also 
cannot speak for the weekend events since I 
was AWOL, but I found the weekday 
speakers and programs to be enriching, 
especially the last program on Wednesday.  
The final day’s speaker had to cancel at the 
last moment, so Steve Parish and David 
Morlan (BLM) gave an impromptu topic 
discussion of their insights to the PLSS for 
the final three hours of the conference, while 
tying some of that into the new PLSS Manual.  
Individually, those guys are great sources of 
information and wonderful story tellers.  
Together, they gave us all some great 
information and history as to how we need to 
do our business when working within the 
guidelines of the Manual.   In all, both of the 
state chapters have to be commended for 

organizing a broad, educational event that 
was well received. 
 
Something that I noticed at the conference 
was how many of us surveyors were sporting 
white-hair, and not because of any recent dye 
jobs – who would do that?  It got me thinking 
about how our profession is aging, and made 
me wonder if we are filling our ranks with the 
next generation fast enough.   We can not 
stop thinking about the future of our 
profession and that it relies upon a younger 
generation walking in our footsteps.  A few 
years back in this newsletter, past chapter 
president, Jerry Uselton, wrote then that the 
average age of a L.S. in California was 58 
years old.  Unless we tip the scales and 
begin to get more people licensed than are 
retiring, in ten years we will have an average 
age of 70 years!!!  Though many of us love 
this profession, how many will want to be 
working at that age??? 
 
This leads me to highlight this month’s annual 
Trig Star event at Santiago Canyon College. 
Last year’s event continued a long history of 
success, and this promises to be equally 
successful in attendance and participation.  
We are expecting at least 8 high schools and 
colleges, and typically we have about 200 
students participate.  So even if your own 
trigonometry skills are a little rusty, we still 
need a few more proctors and test graders.  
Orange County has established the bar 
height for other state chapters when it comes 
to the Trig-Star event; the other chapters are 
in awe of how well we perform and the 
number of students that are attracted to 
participate.  We would like to keep that bar 
set high, so if you are available on Saturday, 
March 20th please let Greg Sebourn know 
that you would like to be a volunteer, and I 
hope to see you there. 
 
Finally, our upcoming dinner meeting brings 
to us a little something out of the ordinary, but 
is important for all of us to be on top of in our 
personal lives.  Our featured speaker will be 
Tamsen Reinheimer, attorney at law.  Ms. 
Reinheimer is with Mortensen and 
Reinheimer, P.C.  They specialize in living 
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trusts, estate planning and probate.  
Personally, I can not tell you the importance 
of having a solid living trust in place when 
someone in your family passes away.  In 
contrast, I have witnessed the other side 
when an estate goes to probate; it is not the 
route of estate settlement any of us want to 
take.  This program is a diversion from our 
normal survey activities, but it is an important 
topic for all of us to be aware of. 
 
I hope to see you at our upcoming meeting. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES 
 

 
Date: February 09, 2010 
 
Location: Psomas, Santa Ana 
 
Meeting called to order: 5:35 PM   
    
Attendees: 
Peter Fitzpatrick – President & Program 
Tony Cuomo – Vice President 
Dave Woolley – Treasurer 
Lisa Gaston – Secretary 
Joe Padilla – Activities Chairman 
Jerry Uselton – Chapter Rep 
Greg Sebourn – Trig Star and Scouting     
 Merit Badge Rep 
Tiffany Padilla – Santiago Canyon  
 College Student  
 Chapter Liaison 
 
Motion made and passed to suspend 
Rules in order for all to vote. 
 
• Motion accepted. 
 
January ‘10 minutes were approved. 

 

President’s Report: (Peter Fitzpatrick) 
 
• Discussion on action items.   
 
• Discussion to update photos on the state 

website.  Jerry has new photo and Lisa 
still needs a mug shot. 

 
• Quarterly chapter report went out. 
 
• Presidents letter to Richard Lopez done. 
 
• Revisited tentative topics/speakers for 

upcoming year. 
 

• Current schedule attached 
 
• Discussion for the Tax ID name for 

monies contributed.  
 

• Name agreed upon “Paul Cuomo 
Memorial Fund of Orange County”. 

 
• Joe and Dave to coordinate paperwork 

for the name change. 
 

• Current Chapter meeting agendas: 
 

March 16– High Speed Rail presentation 
April 20 – Guest Speaker TBD 
 
May 18 – ACEC (local and National) 
Night 
 
June 15 – Angel Night (Colorado 
Rockies) 
 
July 20 – Paulie-fats Annual Pool 
Tournament 
 
August 17 – Silent Auction Night 
 
September 21 – Guest Speaker TBD 
 
October 19 – San Diego Joint Meeting 
 
November 16 – Scholarship Night 
 
December 21 – Casino Night 
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Vice President’s Report: (Tony Cuomo) 
 

• Tony and Mike will take care of approving 
the image sent to us on a DVD from the 
State for our future CLSA banner. 
 

• Sponsor for next meeting in question. 
 

• CLSA conference donation: two baskets - 
1 Martini and I Margarita, approx. cost 
under $300 for both. 

 
• Motion to donate for all to vote. 

 
• Motion accepted 

 
• Peter will notify the state. 

 
• The OC chapter will pay for the dinners 

for new PLSs at next chapter meeting. 
 

• Action item Peter to get tax forms to 
Tony. 

 
Activities Chairman: (Joe Padilla) 
(No report) 
 
Treasurer’s Report: (Tony Cuomo) 

 
• We still have money 

 
• Tony presented a pie chart depicting the 

monies earned vs. monies spent 
prompting further discussion on dinner 
cost and making us all want desert! 

 
Secretary’s Report: (Lisa Gaston)                                    
(No Report). 
 
Membership Report: (Alan Frank) 
 
• 540 on the mailing list 

 
• A total of 202 members, 109 of which are 

paid: 
47 Associate members, 27 unpaid 
121 Corporate members, 44 unpaid 
18 student members, 12 unpaid 
 12 Sustaining members, 8 unpaid 
  

• Discussion on sustaining members 
unpaid dues and a date by which their 
ads will be pulled if the dues remain 
unpaid. 

 
Education Report: (Lisa Gaston) 
(No Report) 
 
Legislative Report: (Dave Woolley) 
 
• Dave spoke on the functions of the 

LSACTs committee and some of the 
misconceptions of its true agenda, 
purpose and goals. 

 
Trig Star and Scouting Merit Badge: (Greg 
Sebourn) 
 
• Will send out list of participants for the 

Trig Star event. 
 

• Greg is still looking for proctors to 
volunteer their time and skills. 

 
• Greg also “true to his word” has donated 

$20 to sponsor the Trig Star event. 
 

• Once again challenging all to do the 
same!  

 
• With your help we can make this another 

great event to showcase land surveying.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
Greg at gregsebourn@johnson-frank.com or 
(714) 777-8877 extension 115. 

 
• Thank you for your time and support! 
 
Newsletter: (Rich Lopez) 
(No report) 
 
Program/Activities: (David Hill/Joe Padilla) 
(No report) 
 
JPPC: (Roger Frank) 
(No Report) 
 
Chapter Reps Report: 
(No report) 
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Website (Kurt Troxell) 
(No Report) 

 
Caltrans Liaison (Don Mertens) 
See attached Caltrans PLC Meeting Minutes. 
 
New Business 
• Next board at Psomas on 3/09/10; 5:30 

p.m. 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: 
Lisa Gaston -Secretary 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
 
 
ORANGE COUNTY 
CHAPTER SCHEDULE OF 
2010 MEETINGS AND 
ACTIVITIES 
 

All dinner meetings are to be held starting at 
6PM (7PM dinner) at J.T.Schmids pub in 
Anaheim (unless specified) and all Board 
meetings are to be held at Psomas in Santa 
Ana at 5:30PM.  All members are 
encouraged to attend any or all Board 
meetings during the year. 
 
 
January 11 - Board meeting 
January 19 – Past President’s Night 
 
February 9 - Board meeting 
February 16 – Mobile Scanning 
presentation 
 
March 9 - Board meeting 
March 16– High Speed Rail presentation 
 
April 13 - Board meeting 
April 20 – Guest Speaker TBD 
 
May 11 - Board meeting 
May 18 – ACEC (local and National) Night 
 
June 8 - Board meeting 
June 15 – Angel Night (Colorado Rockies) 
 

July 13 - Board meeting 
July 20 – Paulie-fats Annual Pool 
Tournament 
 
August 10 - Board meeting 
August 17 – Silent Auction Night 
 
September 14 - Board meeting 
September 21 – Guest Speaker TBD 
 
October 12 - Board meeting 
October 19 – San Diego Joint Meeting 
 
November 9 - Board meeting 
November 16 – Scholarship Night 
 
December 14 - Board meeting 
December 21 – Casino Night 
 
 
EDITOR’S CORNER 
 
Greetings Members, 
 
As you know recently two countries have 
suffered catastrophic earthquakes; Haiti 
suffered a 7.0 magnitude and Chile an 8.8 
magnitude!  
 
Earthquakes strike suddenly and without 
warning and they can occur at any time of the 
year at any time of the day or night.  Are you 
and your family prepared? 
 
I thought I would take this opportunity to 
remind everyone that it is import to be 
prepared for these unexpected disasters.  We 
Californians have been lucky and have not 
had many serious quakes since the 
Northridge earthquake of January 17, 1994, 
which registered at 6.7. 
 
Following are some tips that can help you 
prepare for the next earthquake or any 
disaster that may occur.  
 



 

 6

Prepare a disaster plan 
 
Develop a family disaster plan that you and 
your family can execute should a disaster 
strike.   

• Know the safe spots in each room-
under sturdy tables, desks or against 
inside walls.  

• Know the danger spots-windows, 
mirrors, hanging objects, fireplaces, 
tall furniture.  

• Conduct practice drills. Physically 
place yourself and your children in 
safe locations.  

• Learn first aid and CPR 
(cardiopulmonary resuscitation) from 
your local Red Cross Chapter or other 
community organization.  

• Decide where your family will reunite 
if separated.  

• Keep a list of emergency phone 
numbers.  

• Choose an out-of-state friend or 
relative whom family members can 
call after the quake to report 
whereabouts and conditions 

 
Personal preparedness 
 
You are encouraged to have an earthquake 
kit available for you and your family with 
enough supplies for three days per person.  
You need at least three days of supplies 
because this is considered the amount of 
time it takes for emergency services to reach 
full strength. 
 
The following items are supplies you would 
most likely need: 
 

• Three gallons of water per person.  
Store water in plastic containers such 
as soft drink bottles.  A normally 
active person needs to drink at least 
two quarts of water each day.   

• Three-day supply of nonperishable 
food.  This should include ready-to-
eat canned meats, fruits, vegetables, 
canned juices, milk, soup, high 
energy foods such as peanut butter, 

jelly, crackers, granola bars, trail mix; 
foods that will not increase thirst. 
Avoid foods like rice, pasta and dry 
beans that require a great deal of 
water to prepare and remember to 
restock your food once a year.  (Don’t 
forget about your pets, they need 
food and water as well) 

• First aid kit which should include 
some of the following items to name a 
few: sterile adhesive bandages in 
assorted sizes, assorted sizes of 
safety pins, cleansing agents, latex 
gloves, sunscreen, gauze pads, non-
prescription drugs such as pain 
relievers, anti-diarrhea medicines, 
antacid, various roller bandages, 
scissors, tweezers, needle, antiseptic, 
thermometer, tongue blades, and 
tube of petroleum jelly or other 
lubricant. 

• Kitchen accessories: manual can 
opener; mess kits or paper cups, 
plates, and plastic/disposable 
utensils; utility knife; a can of cooking 
fuel if food must be cooked; 
household liquid bleach to treat 
drinking water; sugar, salt, pepper; 
aluminum foil; plastic resealable 
bags.  

• One complete change of clothing and 
footwear for each family member, 
sturdy shoes or work boots, raingear, 
hat and gloves, thermal underwear, 
sunglasses.  

• Blankets or sleeping bag for each 
family member.  

• Tools and other accessories: paper, 
pencil; needles and thread; pliers, 
shut-off wrench, shovels, and other 
useful tools; tape; medicine dropper; 
whistle; plastic sheeting; small 
canister, A-B-C-type fire extinguisher; 
emergency preparedness manual; 
tube tent; compass.  

• Sanitation and hygiene items: toilet 
paper, towelettes; soap, hand 
sanitizer, liquid detergent; feminine 
supplies; personal items such as 
shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, 
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toothbrushes, comb and brush, lip 
balm; plastic garbage bags (heavy-
duty) and ties (for personal sanitation 
uses); medium-sized plastic bucket 
with tight lid; disinfectant; household 
chlorine bleach; small shovel for 
digging an expedient latrine.  

• Entertainment, such as games and 
books.  

 
Home preparedness 
 
Along with being personally prepared, you 
need to prepare your home as well.  Here are 
a few tips that can make your home more 
prepared for the next earthquake. 
 

• Learn how to shut off gas, water and 
electricity in case the lines are 
damaged.  

• Check chimneys, roofs and wall 
foundations for stability. Make sure 
your home is bolted to its foundation. 
Call a licensed contractor if there are 
any questions.  

• Secure water heater and appliances 
that could move enough to rupture 
utility lines.  

• Keep breakable and heavy objects on 
lower shelves.  

• Secure hanging plants and heavy 
picture frames or mirrors (especially 
those hanging over beds).  

• Put latches on cabinet doors to keep 
them closed during shaking.  

• Keep flammable or hazardous liquids 
such as paints, pest sprays or 
cleaning products in cabinets or 
secured on lower shelves.  

• Maintain emergency food, water and 
other supplies, including medicine, 
first aid kit and clothing. 

 
Portable/Auto survival kit 
 
So you may be prepared at home, but what 
about on the road or at work?  We 
Californians spend a great deal of time on the 
road or in our offices.  Are you prepared for a 
disaster if you are away from home?  A 

portable survival kit kept in the car and 
another in the office will give us the ability to 
get along until we are able to return home. 
 
The following items should be considered for 
both kits: 
 

• Nylon carrying bag or day-pack 
• Bottled water or juice 
• Nonperishable food – candy bars, 

dried fruits, jerky, cookies, crackers, 
etc. 

• Portable radio with extra batteries 
• Flashlight with extra batteries 
• Tennis shoes/walking shoes 
• First aid kit 
• Essential medications 
• Small and large plastic bags 
• Toiletries/personal hygiene items 
• Matches and lighter 
• Change of clothes 

 
 
Well I hope that I have enlightened you on 
the importance of earthquake preparedness 
and that you may consider some of these tips 
for you, your family, and your home. 
 
For more information check out the following 
websites to formulate your own plan. 
 

1. USGS: 
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/research/h
azmaps/  

2. Earthquakecountry.info: 
http://www.earthquakecountry.info/   

3. Southern California earthquake 
Center: http://www.scec.org/  

4. Dare to prepare: 
http://www.earthquakecountry.info/dar
etoprepare/ 

5. Los Angeles Fire Dept. emergency 
preparedness booklet: 
http://lafd.org/eqbook.pdf  

 
Until next time, keep safe and healthy. 
 
Rich Lopez – Witness Corner Editor 
CLSA Orange County Chapter 
rjlopez@fuscoe.com 



 
 

 
CALTRANS DISTRICT 12 - PROFESSIONAL LIAISON COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
January 26, 2010 

 
The Caltrans District 12 Professional Liaison Committee convened at 9:30 AM, 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 at the Caltrans District 12 Transportation 
Management Center (TMC) in Irvine, California. 

 
1. Introductions, Public Comments – Guests 

All meeting attendees introduced themselves.  Please refer to the last page 
of these minutes for a list of meeting attendees. 

 
2. Approve Minutes from November 17, 2009 PLC Meeting 
 The meeting minutes were approved. 

 
3. Caltrans Report 

 Staffing Changes:  Marie Shatto, Senior Right of Way Engineer in 
District 12 has retired.  Jose Hernandez is the new District 12 Chief of 
Traffic Operations - South. 

 Funding:  Funding is still problematic.  There continues to be a lack of 
successful bond sales to start new construction jobs.  New projects are 
being funded by bid savings from other projects.  Construction funding 
is stable through June 30, 2010.  Bidding climate continues to be good 
with many bids coming in 20% to 50% below the engineer’s estimate. 
Restrictions on the upcoming Stimulus 2 funding are expected to be 
the same as Stimulus 1. 

 Current Projects:  The 405-22 project will be advertised on February 
22, 2010.  Regarding 405-605, Caltrans is working with OCTA to 
implement a plan to fully federalize the project.  It will be awarded by 
May 15 to meet federal requirements. 

 Design:  Conversion of HOV buffers to continuing access striping on 
Orange County freeways will continue to be implemented.  FHWA will 
have little influence as they have indicated that it is not their role to 
dictate how to stripe and operate the facility.   
District 12 has been assisting District 11 with Landscape design and 
Office Engineer workload.  Additional work-sharing between Districts 7, 
8 and 12 is being coordinated. 

 EPA Audit:  Caltrans is currently being audited by the EPA with respect 
to its implementation of the NEPA Delegation Program. 

 



4.  Caltrans State Liaison Committee 
 No Report 

 
5. Reports from Local Agencies 

OCTA 
 The RFP for the SR-91/SR-241 Toll Lane Connector PSR has been 

postponed till the next fiscal year.  The I-5 Avery PSR will be available 
in February, 2010.  Two RFP’s for Construction Management contracts 
for railroad grade separation will be available in March, 2010.  Two 
SR-57 northbound widening projects (Orangethorpe to Yorba Linda & 
Yorba Linda to Lambert) are nearing RTL with construction anticipated 
for mid-2010. 

Transportation Corridor Agencies (TCA) 
 No Report 
Orange County Public Works 
 Construction on the Alton Parkway extension should begin in April, 

2010, as the environmental permit is scheduled to be approved in 
March.  Construction on Moulton Parkway widening Segment 3 will 
begin in March. 

 
6. Water Quality Issues 

 The EPA audited the Caltrans Stormwater Pollution Prevention Group 
(NPDES).  EPA findings place a strong emphasis on construction 
phase SWPPP documents and improving scope of work definition for 
projects. 

 
7. Focus Session 

 A Presentation on the Caltrans Local Assistance Program was 
provided by Jim Kaufman, District 12 Local Assistance Engineer. 

 See attached sheets for a copy of the presentation. 
 
8. Set Next Caltrans District 12 PLC Meeting 

The next PLC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 23, 2010 at 9:30 
a.m. in Room 242/243 of the Caltrans District 12 TMC in Irvine, California. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Bo Burick, PE 
RBF Consulting 
 
 



PRESS RELEASE 

February 14, 2010 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

Land Surveyor Research and Resource Center website launched in California. 

For information contact Michael Pallamary at 858-454-4094 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

Michael J. Pallamary, President of La Jolla based Pallamary and Associates announced the launch of 
WWW.TIEPOINTS.COM .  The web portal serves as a research and resource center for California Land 
Surveyors interesting in obtaining copies of recorded Subdivision maps, Record of Survey Maps, Corner 
Records and other land survey related records.  
  
Under California law, Licensed Land Surveyors are required to file an 8-1/2 inch X 11 inch “Corner 
Record” whenever they set a boundary marker or when they establish a boundary corner providing there 
are no conflicts or, where the new survey is a retracement of a previously recorded map.  The Record of 
Survey Map, the higher class of survey documents, is recorded whenever a surveyor retraces a metes and 
bounds deed or whenever the surveyor discovers a conflict with other maps or monuments.  Under the 
state’s subdivision map act, surveyors are also responsible for preparing Parcel Maps and Subdivision 
Maps along with other documents such as Encroachment Permits.  According to Pallamary, “Although 
the practice of land surveying is governed by state law, there is no uniformity in the manner in which land 
surveys are indexed and filed.  State law dictates the size and form of the maps along with general 
indexing, but does not control how the records are accessed or retrieved.  With the advent of electronic 
imaging, various methods are being employed across the state.  As an example, Corner Records are filed 
with the County Engineer/Surveyor while recorded documents such as ROS maps are stored differently.  
Consequently, some of the surveyor’s records are available online while others require a physical visit to 
the County Surveyor or City Engineer’s office.  Many are not available online.  In addition, a large 
number of counties maintain county surveyor/city survey notes in traditional bound field books and on 
microfiche, necessitating a manual inspection of the records.  Needless to say, if land surveying records 
can be obtained online or through a similar process, considerable time and money can be saved.  
WWW.TIEPOINTS.COM provides a link to the municipality as well as developing the names of 
companies that will perform the manual research work.” 
 
WWW.TIEPOINTS.COM also serves as a link to municipal GIS files.  In California, access to GIS data 
has historically been a thorny issue.  A challenge in Santa Clara County led to a recent appellate court 
decision wherein the court ruled that public municipalities have to release their GIS data to the public for 
the cost of reproduction.  (CFAC v. Santa Clara County, No. 1-06-CV-072630.)  As a result of the ruling, 
GIS data is now being released across the state.  According to Pallamary, given the diversity of 
information available to the Professional Land Surveyor, “The land surveying community has expressed a 
need for a statewide resource center so that information retrieval methods can be documented and 
explained.  With the launch of WWW.TIEPOINTS.COM , that need has been fulfilled.  As part of our 
business model, we are offering firms the opportunity to sponsor a city or county webpage.  Under this 
sponsorship program, the research specialist will provide a list of step by step instructions as to how to 
research survey records as well as how the material is indexed.” 
 
For further information visit WWW.TIEPOINTS.COM or email administrator@tiepoints.com 

************ 

http://www.pallamaryandassociates.com/�
http://www.tiepoints.com/�
http://www.tiepoints.com/�
http://www.tiepoints.com/�
http://www.tiepoints.com/�
http://www.tiepoints.com/�
mailto:administrator@tiepoints.com�


 

Santiago Canyon College Hosts Fifth Annual Trig Star  
Orange County Event Jump Starts National Surveyors Week – March 21-27 

 

Orange—While many people may know that surveyors are responsible for making accurate 

measurements to establish official land, space and water boundaries, they may not know that surveying is 

an in-demand profession. In California, it is expected that by 2016 the occupation will sustain a 13.6 

percent spike in jobs with a median hourly salary of more than $36. To provide insights into this growing 

occupation, high school, community college students and their parents are invited to attend Trig Star, a 

free, entertaining day of activities that introduces young people to challenging, lucrative careers in land 

surveying and mapping sciences.   

The event will be held on Saturday, March 20, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Santiago Canyon 

College in Orange.  Students can win cash and prizes in a trigonometry competition and the Land 

Surveyor’s Challenge.  The event includes free parking, and informational exhibits.  The free 

registration deadline is Friday, March 19.  After that date, a $5 fee will be charged.   

The day includes three components. First, students will vie for three top cash prizes in the 

trigonometry competition. The top high school contenders will advance to the state competition and the 

very best at the state level go on to the national competition. Second, participants will try out their 

surveying skills in the Land Surveyor’s Challenge where they use handmade devices to measure and 

calculate the height, distance, and angles between pre-determined points on campus. Third, the young 

people and their parents will learn more about the industry through exhibits featuring equipment and 

information from the area’s leading mapping sciences and land surveying firms. 

 “Due to several factors, including the poor economy, our profession has lost some very talented 

people and we need to prepare our workforce for the coming onslaught of infrastructure work that 

California desperately needs,” said  Gregory C. Sebourn, PLS, California Land Surveyors Association-

Orange County (CLSA-OC); Trig Star Committee Chair; and SCC instructor. “Trig Star will help raise 

students’ and parents’ awareness about the profession of land surveying and the educational opportunities 

that exist at Santiago Canyon College and Cal State Fresno.” 
 

March 3, 2010 
For immediate release 

Contact:  John Weispfenning 
714-628-5030 

Weispfenning_John@sccollege.edu 



 This year’s Trig Star event is scheduled to coincide with the beginning of National 

Surveyors Week.  Trig Star 2009 attracted more than 250 students from Orange County high schools 

and community colleges. This year’s prizes include cash awards of $500, $300, and $200 for first, second 

and third place in the trigonometry competition.  High school and college students will compete in 

separate categories for prizes. Winners in the 2020 Land Surveyors Challenge will receive gift 

certificates, and one grand prize will be awarded.    
Land development throughout California, the $42.7 billion in infrastructure improvements passed 

by voters in November 2006, and the retirement of many of today’s surveyors will create a huge demand 

for entry-level employees.  Surveyors and mapping technicians can work in government, engineering, 

architecture, construction, real estate, transportation, utility companies, and other industries.  

Santiago Canyon College offers both an associate degree and a five-course certificate that qualify 

students for entry-level employment in survey/mapping sciences.  With only two programs offered among 

Southern California community colleges, student enrollment has grown by over 450 percent in the past 

several years.  

Trig Star is sponsored by the Orange County Chapter of the California Land Surveyors 

Association (CLSA) and is part of a nationwide competition of the National Society of Professional 

Surveyors.  The event is facilitated by Vital Link of Orange County.  Additional sponsors include 

Psomas, Johnson-Frank & Associates, Inc., RBF Consulting, the Port of Long Beach, the County of 

Orange, Cal State Fresno Geomatics Engineering, and the Professional Engineers in California 

Government.     

For more information or to register for Trig Star, please contact Vital Link Orange County at 

(949) 646-2520 or e-mail kathy@vitallinkoc.org. 

Santiago Canyon College is a public community college, part of Rancho Santiago Community 

College District.  It serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Orange and Villa Park.  The college provides 

education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and 

customized training for business and industry.  

 



HTRIG  STAR

Yes, I'd like to attend Trig Star at Santiago Canyon College!  (Please print:)

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________ City: _______________________________Zip: ____________

Phone number:  __________________________  E-mail:  _________________________________________________________________

School/college:  _______________________________________________________________ Number of guests attending:  _________ 

I approve of my child’s participation in Trig Star activities and am aware that my child’s image may appear in photos taken at the event.  I hereby grant permission
to Rancho Santiago Community College District to use these photos in promotional materials and publicity efforts.  I also understand that if and when an image is
posted on the college website, the image can be downloaded by any computer user.  Therefore, I agree that no claims can be made against the college district or
any of its representatives.

Signature of parent or legal guardian:  _____________________________________  Printed name:___________________________

Date:____________________

I want to enter (please check all that apply):

___  Trig Star competition (please note that high school student winners are eligible to go on to state and national competi-
tions. The competition for college students is local only.)

___  Land Surveyors Challenge (parents may participate too!)

Please mail or fax this reply form by March 19, 2010 and admission is free.  A $5 fee per family will be charged for those who
attend the event but don’t register in advance.

Send to: Kathy Johnson • P.O. Box 12064, Costa Mesa, CA  92627 • Fax:  (949) 646-2523

For more information call Kathy Johnson at (949) 646-2520,  or e-mail KJCareerConnect@yahoo.com

SATURDAY, March 20, 2010
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Santiago Canyon College • 8045 E. Chapman Ave., Orange

Santiago Canyon CollegeSantiago Canyon College
presents

Join us for a fun, free day of activities for Orange County high school and
community college students as well as interested parents.

Enter the Trig Star trigonometry competition • Compete in the Land Surveyors Challenge
Win cash and prizes • View exhibits • Learn about careers in land surveying

Lunch is provided for all attendees

Event Agenda:
9:30 - 10:00 a.m.  Registration
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Exhibits open
10:15 - 10:30 a.m.        Welcome
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.        Trig Star trigonometry test
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    Land Surveyors Challenge
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.    Lunch (provided)
12:45 p.m.                       Awards ceremony (Trig Star and Land Surveyors Challenge winners) 

Trig Star prizes:
• Awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place high school and college winners 
• Top winner will be recognized at an award event at his or her high school

Land Surveyor Challenge prizes:
• Awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place high school and college winners
• Plus one grand prize

About Trig Star
The trigonometry test is open book (materials to be provided) and you may bring a calculator. Trig Star
is sponsored by the Orange County Chapter of California Land Surveyors Association and is a part of a
national competition of the National Society of Professional Surveyors. The event is hosted by Santiago
Canyon College, Career Education Division.

Santiago
Canyon
College

HH
Congratulations to

2009 first place high

school winner,Kyle

Aufderheide from

Trabuco Hills High

School!

Congratulations to

2009 first place high

school winner,Kyle

Aufderheide from

Trabuco Hills High

School!
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CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
NOTE: Classified Advertising Policy 
 The Orange County Chapter’s advertisements are $50 per quarter, text only, full page 
width, limited to approximately 3 inches in height, using 12 point font.  The ads will not only 
appear in the newsletter, but on the Orange County Chapter’s website as well.  To place or 
renew a classified advertisement, contact Richard Lopez at (949) 474-1960 x4377 or at 
richard@fuscoe.com  
 
 
 
 
 




